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Mongall cuils, well-nigh inft- 
\'F nite,whuch, to the aſtoniſhmenr of eue- 
"We rie man , haue raken ſtrength this daie 
& in the world,the ſecuritic of men,n'de- 
laying the amendmenr of their finfull 
9 2 Jitc, is notthe leaſt; which when | re- 
member,and call into A 
= ten I doo] am not a little amazed. An 
P>I$= ſurelie forfomuch as the life of man (as 
holie Iob dooth witnes, and experience dooth confirme) is but 
ycric ſhorr; and a Chriſtian ſhould cuermore conſider thar 
ſentlic he cither muſt or maie dic , ( for our Sauiour ally 
ro watch continuallie,to be readie againſt death, ) the fooliſh- 
nes of men in prolonging repentaunce from daie to daic,maie 
well make all men to wonder; vnicfle they be of theſe of Epi- 
cxres , ſuppoſing the ſoule ro dic with the bodice, and after dearh 
no parte of man to remaine. For otherwiſe , he which hath anie 
carc of his owne faluation , and belecueth there be after death - 
both rewardes for the godlie,and puniſhments forfinners, can- 
not chuſe bur,not onlic for his owne part continualiethinke of 


' repenting,while finncs maie be forgiuen : bur alſo in reſpec of 
rs,maruclouſlie muze at their follie, which negle@arhing 
fo profitable,and fo necefſarie; and the more a greavitedle, for 


that no man liuing is ſure he ſhall le, I ſaic not vnciti 
an hourc more,no not a minute or moment of time. *, 
| Bur co ſaie nothingof the yooger and juſticr ſort,who 
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The Epiſlle dedicatorie. 
they maie haue whatſocuer they hope for, though fondlie , and 
fooliſhlic they doo ſo : what doo doting and bald men in cheir 
old age , when they ſhould ſpend the time which they haue to 
liue in none other cogitations,and workes, bur ſuch as pertainc 
ynto the attainement of ſaluation ? Surclic rhey thinke as lictle 
of death as yong men doo: and ſo deferre the amendment of 
their life , and neuer thinke while time is to repent, as though 
they could promiſe. manie yeeres moe to themſclues ; which 
thing notwithſtanding they ſhould rather wiſh , than hope for. 
Yea,which is more wonderfull,and ſhowerh more plainclic the 
dotage of old men,they bluſh not at foure ſcore yeeres of ape, 
to marrie wenches ynder fixtcene yeeres, What more? I am az 
ſhamed, irgrecueth mc to ſaic it, ſol maic live, and fo I maic 
haue Chriſt mercifull ynro me.Then what? wantonlie,delicare- 
lie, riotouſlic they ſpend the time, they loue , th 
cheere , they plaic the whore-maſters, they are ſweerte in aint- 


ments , they rake their pleaſure; and as an old man in the 
Pocr ſaith: 


Becauſe my daies be ſhort, 
which I kaue heave to ;ue; 

To women, wine,and pleaſant ſport, 
my ſelfe I minde to gue. 


The ſame doo our old men in words commonlie , in deedes 
opcnlic ſaic,and confirme by their life, Neither doothey,which 
commir theſe hainous offences, cuen with hoare heads ( for 
whic ſhould I be afraide roſpeake it)make anic great accoumpr 
+ with themſclues, or care of reforming their manners; bur are 
Chriſtians in name onlic,but in deede and life nothing ſo. 


To come to the crooked old women, which khauc had manie ' 


huſbands, what doothey ?Surelic cuen they too,when they are 
moſt old,and full of wrinckles, make death a banquet ( as the 
Poer ſatthn,) that is, they be not afraideto marrie yer againe: 
whereagia deede,ifthey were touched with anie care of their 
ſaluation,they ſhould do berrer,if with Amnethe Propherifle, of 
whom Zhke.2,36,37.makerh ments, they never went out of the 


temple, 


make good 
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The Epiſtle dedicatorie. 
temple,butſerued God with faſting and praiers night and daie. 
Iſpeake not of the yonger women, for whom , according to the 
ſentence of Pawle,1.Tim.5,14. 1.Cor.7,8,9, it is better that they 
marrie then to burne : but of old,and aged women , who in re- 
ſpeRoftheir yecres can beare no children, For they,after the 
manner of doting old men (of whom I haue ſpoken) bid hone- 
ſtie fare-well, and care little what becommerh chem . Such a 
miſcheef is in gxample.They alledge for them-ſclues ſolirarines 
and pouertief and other ( as they rthinke ) iuſt cauſes at thoſe 
yeeres and likclic:bur pretend they what ny will,yer ſhall chcy 
neuer proouc their intemperancie good either before God , or 
men, howſocuer they cloake and coucr the ſame, 

We dallie roo much with our ſchues , we doo yeelde too roa 
much ro our weakenes , or luſt rather ; we ſuffer our ſelues ouer 
caſclic to be ſnarled by the alluremens of the fleſh z we caſt 
not awaic the tendernes of our mmde,we reſiſt nor the ſnares, 
and ingines of Satan by continuall praier; we tame not our 
bodie with abſtinence, and faſting. Hence come the reares , as 
it is ſaide z andthis maketh ſuch old marriages, in thoſe yeeres 
which call for a new life, and a new conuerſativn. For itwere 
rime then, not to thimke of the ſhortame, which is to de ſpent, 
bur of the life ro come which alwaie ſhall indure. When thinke 
you they will begin to amend, and haue regard of their ſaſuati- 
on? When will they repent ? When will they prepare them- 
ſclues vnto death , which marrie cuen when they art going to 
the graue ? Either Iam deceancd , or this is not the waie ynto 
heauen,as the Tragicall Pocr doorh ſaie, 

Alack, alack , whether is the godlines of Chriſtians gone? 
Howe fewe arethey,ifthere be anie acall, which call into minde - 
the ſhortnes , and yncertainnie of this life ; death alwaies at 


hand; the mdgement feare of the laſt rudgement; e- 
uerlaſting felictie m the heavens; the xorments and curſed 
ſtate of hell? Neither the regarde kingdome of God,and- 
of an happic life dooth tir vp varo godlines z nor the feare of 
hell, —_ everlaſting deſtruQtion cither reclame from offen- 


cngor rerrefie from finne.Neither doo moſte men give credit- 
tothe woord of God, and religivn;or # they belecue it,through 
Ati, \ a 


The Epiſtle dedicatorie. 
2 vaine hope of Gods pardon toward the obſtinate, and ſuch as 
perſcurre in ſine; they moſte fooliſhlic doo flatrer themſelues: 
neither doo they endeuor by little and little to caſte off wicked 
cuſtome,which in manner is turned into another nature.Sloth- 
fulncs and ſecuritic hath inuaded them,being drunke as itwere 
with proſperitie; they are lead awaic and fed with a falſe and 
foolith hope of longer life, 

Manie alſo through confidence which they pur in the Popes 
pardons ; inthe ſuperſtitious woorſhip of S. Barbera ; and in a 
Friers cowle,thinke nothing ar all of amending their life . Fur- 
thermore, ſome are ſpilled cither through wicked companic, 
and roo much familiaritie with yngodlie perſons ; or by 
the Sermons of yndiſcreete men, by ſuch I meane, as preach 
much of the forgiuenes of finne for Chriſt his ſake,and of Chri- 
ſes righteouſnes ; bur cither nothing ar all, or verie little ar all 
of dooing and following the will of God; and of the ſanRifica- 

. tion of the ſpirit, ara, 7 we be renucd vnto good woorkes, 

To be ſhorre : No man contemning earthlic,breatherh and 
figheth aftcr heauenlie things ; no man is rouched with the an- 
ger of God againſt wickednes ; no man bluſherh at the viola= 
ting of Gods commaundements ;z no man is reclamed cither 
from filchines through ſhame; or from finne,through the feare 
of God . So that cuerie mans life is pollured with grear finnes, 
and wickednes. 

And although I graunt, what Seneca in a certaine place 
writeth , that Hereof wr elders haue complained , hereof doo we 
complaire , hereof they which lie after vs will complainenamelie thas 

ood manners be ouerthrowen,wickednes dooth raigne,the world wax- 


eth worſe and worſe,and falleth into all vngodliner: though I graunt 


this,l ſaic,yer I dare affirme that in this corrupt, and wretched 
age of ours, all manner vices hauc ſo nag 4 , thar hardlic 
greater wickednes cannot be, For whar finne or wickednes at 
this daie is wanting , which if it raigned , this age might be 
ſaide to be the more vngodlic for that reſpet } When as 
in deede we can neither patientlic abide to heare our 
finnes laide afore vs ; nor quictlic ſuffer ro be reprehended : or 
if anic can, itis as much asifa tale were told to a deafe man- 
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The Epiſtle dedicatorie. | 
(as the ſaying is) . For no man amenderh his life or manners ; 
no man reformeth his wickednes by contraric vertucs; no man 
healeth his finnes paſt,no not with the leaſt good woorkes, 

I am greatlic afraide leaſt in thar daic of the great iudye- 
ment,our outragious wickednes ; our Juſt, couctoulncs , diſho- 
neſtie,pride,riorouſnes wilbe condemned by the egregious and 
moſt excellent verrues of Heathen men; as by the abſtinence 
of Ariſtides, the innocencie of Phocion, the holines of Secrates, 
the almes decdes of Cimon,the moderation of Camilius , the ho- 
neſtic,iuſtice,and fairhfulnes of both Cazoes; and who can recite 
all ofthem ? Yea,l am afraide, the ſobrictic of the Turkes , will 
condemne our gluttonic,and dronkennes,Y ca,and Sodom,Tyrus 
and Sidon, will there laic before our face our extreame wicked- 
nes cucnin this new light ofthe Goſpell; fo that inthe daie of 
iudgement it ſhalbe cafier for theſe , then for vs : as our Sauior 
_ like occaſion threatened certaine townes, as Luke recor- 
deth, p 

So that it plainelie appereth, how farre we be in deede from 
right Chriſtians , though we defire to be compred ſo, Forin 
yaine takerh he the name of a Chriſtian to him, that dooth nor 
leade a life aunfwerable and agreeable ro Chriſtian profeſſion; 
and (as Paxle ſaith) worthie of God, Had we aniec wit, the veric 
name of a Chriſtian would make ys bluſh, and be aſhamedto 
violate the commaundements of God, 

O would to God,thar arthe length, though late , we would 
repent, and turne ynto God with our Lads han , and not de- 
ſtroie our ſclues by deferring our amendment; the which ma- 
nie-times God puniſheth both with ſudden death, vnawares, 
and alſo with cuerlaſting deſtruRion : that in deede it ſMtandeth 
vs ypon to haue in minde continuallic both death and hell,and 
the tribunall ſcare of Chriſt ; and ro thinke that the cares of 
our conſcience be ſtroken borh with the terrible ſounde of 
that trumpe, ſummoning vnto the laſt iudgement ; and with 
the dredfull voice of the iudge, condemning the wicked and 
vngodlie mates ynto the fire which neuer ſhalbe quenched. 
Now if theſe things doo nothing mooue the obſtinate, I ſee nor 
what hope atall is left : and whether there be anic he dooth 


Know, 
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know,who knoweth all things,cuen God alone. 

But omit we vainc,and vnprofitable complainrs. Therefore(tos 
returne to our purpoſe )Yforſomuch as the ſecuritic,& wickednes 
of men in prolonging the corretis of their finfull conuerſation, 
1s ſo great : I haue thought good , to ſceke,our accordingetgjuny 
poore $kill, ſome remedic for that matrer,8& ro communicate the 
ſame with the ruder forte, if anic whit it may profit others . For 
at the firſt I wrote the ſame for my priuate vic , that alwaic I 


ight haue before me thar, which might waken me, as it were . 


our of the ſlecpe of roo much ſecuritic. Happie 1 ſaic much hap- 
pic is that man, which ſtandeth in noneede of ſuch a remedie 
againſt the old man; nor of ſuch a remembrance to caſt-awaie 
ſloth. Bur,as I ſaide, the ſong which I ſang to my ſelfe , Ihauc 
thought good to impart with the ſimpler New , forſomuch as1 
knowe in ſome reſpeR it maie doo __ leaſt with Aſpendiws 
the Muficion, as the Prouerbe is,l fing within to my ſelfe , For 
my defireis by all meanes to profit others. | 
Which my labor I haue thought good to dedicate to you, 
moſt gratious Prince , andthatinnone other reſpe&t , burto 
leaue a publique monument of our obedience toward you. 
therefore theſc things in good part, after your 
wonted goodnes, and prote ys,as you doo.Ar 
Miſens,on S. Michaels cue, in the yeere 
from the incarnation of our 

q Saujour Chriſt, 

Fs 1547: 
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is; A Preface vntothe 
diſcourſe followine. 


FL Ould they, 


TY: which deſire 
to be taken for 
Chriſtians , ſo 
d//1[[ much abhorre 
| and ſhun the 
manners , as 
they doat this 

daie, dereſt the name and profeſſion of 
Epicures,and Sadduces ! doubrles they 
* wouldaszealoully not onely flic from 
all euill,but alſo followe yertue, as now 
they obſtinarely perſiſt in linne , and 
live in wickednes ; yea, they wouldas 
carefullie obſerue the lawes of the 
moſt righteous and almightic God , as 
they liue ſecurelie, withour all feare of 
his Maieſtic . Bur in veric deede,our 
life, deedes ,and conuerſation , dooth 
B.). ſhewe, 
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ſhewe , that we more abhorre, and 
fcarethe odiousnameota wicked Epi- 
cure, or Sadduceie , than we doo the 
nature. 

For what ? Thinkeyce,they belecue 
the ſoule is immortcall , who live in 
manner as Beaſtes ? or bethey perſwa- 
ded , there be either rewardes for rhe 
godlic in heauen,or puniſhment in hell 
appointed for finners , who 1n cueric 

:ng dread not to violate the com- 
maundements of God ; and run alto- 

ether headlong 1nto ſ{inne , cucn as 
though they did either thinke that 
God werebut a vaincand faincd thing, 
or beleeue that when the bodie dicth, 
the ſoulelikewiſe peritheth , and com- 
meth vnto nothing? 

Notwithſtanding, be it , that ſome, 
who God knowes are verie fewe, doo 
bothe feare God , and doubt no whit 
that in time ' to come he. will either 
puniſh , or reward cueric man ac- 
cording to tus deſert : yet what is he 
whome the feare of Gods iuſticedooth 
reclame from ſ{inne,or bring toamend- 
£ ment 


ment of life? 

Wherein we haue uſt occaſion of- 
fered,tolament and bewaile the condi- 
tion of ys all , and to maruaile atour 
fooliſhnes,blindnes,and madnes,who, 
in ſuch a ſhortnes and vncertaintic of 
this preſent life , ſo behaue our ſelues, 
that, nonot in crooked old age , when 
the vttermoſte daic of our lite cannot 

be farrc oft, much lefle in our youth, 
while we areluſtic, doo we take anie 
care of reforming our manners. 
I therefore calling thisfollie,or mad- 
nes rather of men, in deterring the a- 
mendment of life, into minde , haue 
rhought it good to ſearch out the cau- 
ſes, whie 1n a matter of (uch impor. 
: * rancc, as the ſaluation ofthe foules 
weareſo rechleſſe , and ſecure. For 
theſe being founde and brought 
foorth,it will be an cafte thing, 

| as I thinke, ro findea 

| remedie for this 
euill. 
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The firſt cauſe why man 
doothnot repent. 


| N my iudge- 
Dd 4 ment , the 
£ I\| principall and 
| cheeteſt cauſe 


" things which 
arewritte in the ſacred Scripture,of the 
iudgement to come; of the yoice of the 
Aochangyd , and Trumpeof God ; of 
the tribunall ſcate of Chriſt , before 
which all the ſorte of vs are to appearc; 
of the paines of the reprobare ; of the 
endles condition and felicitie of the 
righteous ; of the reſurreQion to come 
bothe of body and ſoule, to an aſſured 
parteirher of gloric , or of ſhame z did 
we belecuetheſe things, I ſay , not to 
: | be 
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Jaxed, where shall the ung 
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bea vaine,or old wines tale, ſureT am, 
we would ſtudieto leader another kind 
of life ,and notdiferre the amendment 
of ourlife , ſo as we doo from daic to 
daie. 

For whos there ſowicked,, bur will 
cither quake'1n bodice ,/::or ſhake in 
minde and harte , when he conſidereth 
the i ent to come ? At which 
1 all men muſt giue an ac- 
comptbefore the tribunall ſcare of Ieſui 
Chriſt, noronelic of theirwords and 
deedcs , bur alſoof cuerie-cthought and 
cogitation; where cueryimanas ] 
ſay,ſhall efor hisowne life. | 

O hormble iundgementrto the vngod- 
lie. Theremembraunce whereof ar no 
rimeſhonld {lip out of our minde.For, 
as he ſaith , 1f the r1ghteons ſcarcelie be 

Beats, enlke 


Lyon. oj Hh Theſonneof God him- 
ſelfe ſitte a Tudge ypon-all man- 
kinderhathauc beenefrom the begin- 
ningofthe world : then will he beſe- 
uere, tharpe; nor intreated, which now 
is -an[aduocate for finners with God 
5 B.iij. this 


A deſcriptis 


on of the 
iudgement 
ro COme. 
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his Father All men ſhalbe ſummo- 
ned to gue; an.accompr of their life 
ſpenc , yea; the harres of all ſhalbeo- 
pened ; /cuerie mans conſcience ſhall 
accuſe , reprooue, and condemne him- 
ſelfe . Laſte of all , God ſeuerclie, 
yet righteouſlic,ſhall puniſh che wic- 
ked , and of his mcrcie preferue the 
godlic ; 'that-is.; will rewarde excrie 
man according to tis workes , as Paule 
dooth ſaic. 

Neither at this indgement ſhall 
wicked deedes anelie be iudged,as adul- 
tence , whoredome; inceſt; witchcrafte, 
murther , backbiring, thette;, robbcric, 
- ſacriledge, quafting, riotouſnes, dron- 
kennes, vſurie, and ſuch otherinnes; 
nor cuericidle,ſcurrilous, vaine;filrhie, 
beaſtlic, light , fonde,foolith, raſh, vn- 
modeſt , and babling worde onlic ( and 
ſuch like)wherewithall the godly cares 
arciuſtlic offended ; bur alſo the' ſecrer 
will , vagodlic wiſhinges,, and cogita- 
tions , with the wicked affeftions of 
the minde-, ſtriving againſt the awe 
'of God, as anger, hatred;diflimulati- 


on, 
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on,comitie,ſpight, enuie,cuil-wil, diſ- 
daine , couctouſnes , delire of that 
which 1s an other mans , and ſuch 
like, 

Therefore who belecueth ;, thar 
oneday there ſhalbea indgement, and 
will not by the remembrance thereof 
Ether be reclaimed , if he hauc beene 
wicked; or detained backe, if he be in- 
clined to fall into ſinne 2 Well (aide 
one of the ancient Doors , YYhe- 
ther 1 eate, or drinke , or whatſocuer 
els I doo , me thinkes I almaies heare 
this ſounde in mine eares ; Ariſe yee 
dead, and come wnto indgement . As 
often as I call into minde the daie 
of indgement , I shake againe euen 
at the werie harte , and all my bodie 
oner; and ſo foorth. 

It che fleſh then prouoke anie man, 
whether irbe vnto lecheric , and vile 
pleaſure,orynto gluttonie , and ſurfer- 
ting or to any other vices and wicked- 
nes : let him remember theday of the 
aſt iudgement . If cither proſperitie 
pate yp the minde (as commonlic it 
B.iiij. -doothy) 
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dooth; ) or wealth make hautie , and 
cruell; or honour, worſhip,oraufori- 
tic engenderpride in any man; let him 
foorthwith remember the iudgement 
of Chriſt : If euther anger vnto re- 
uengement , orcnuie yato diſdaine,ot 
couetoulneſle ynto couen and theft, ar 
the world yntoambition, pride,or bd- 
ly cheere,orthe Diuell tempt thee vnto 
blaſpheming the name of God , andto 
otherſinnes and wicked fas z thirke 
ſtraightwaie of the voice of the Arwh- 
angel : belecuc how thou muſt plade 
thine owne cauſe before the benca of 
Gods iudgment,and tro thy veric harr, 
do thoufeare the heauy ſentece ofthat 
Iudge-, who doubtles will condemne 
the wicked vnto cuerlalting hire. 
Would ro God, oh would to God, 
thisday of wdgement were atno time 
forgotten ! then would cucric man doo 
his dutic , Both Magiſtrates then 
would ſecke the wealth and welfare, 
defend the libertie , and maintaine rhe 
lawes and rightes of the people com- 
mitred to their charge : and Subicds 
__ tha) 
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then would giuelawfull obedichce to 
their Magiſtrates,and at no timecither 
repineat their Gouernors,or withhold 
wrzbuce , or cuſtome; but willinglic 
would render all feare and due honor 
vato-them . Both Huſbandes then ,. n 
would lone. their wines , enen as them- PDAs: 
ſelues : Andalſo wines wouldfeare their Eph.s,22. 
busbands,and be ſubiett to them , 4s unto 
the Lord, Then would Parents bring up Epb.6,4. 
their children in inſtruttion , and infor- 
mation of the Lord, as the Apoſtle tea- 
cheth : and children in the Lord would Eph.6,1,2 
obey their Parents , and honor them with 
all humilitie . Seruaunts then would be 
obedient unto them which are their Mat Epb. ©, 5- 
(ters,according to the fleshywith feare and 
trembling,in Prelen:fe of their harts, as 
vnto Chriſt : as the ſame Paxle dooth 
admoniſh:and Maiſters would be more 
mildeand gentle toward them , know- Epbe.6,9. 
ing that even their Maiſter alſo is in hea+ 
ven .' Paſtors then would haue thar 
care of the Lords flock , which they 
ought to hauc . Rich men would ſup- 


a> plicthelacke of the poore . Widowes 


B.y © would 
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would continue in ſupplications and 
praicrs night and daic . The poore 
would patientlic endure pouertie, fthe 
it hath pleaſed the Lord to allor-the 
ſame vnto-them. He which hath'a 
wife would ſo deale , as if he had none: 
and he thar is vnmaricd , care onelie 
for choſe rhinges which may pleaſethe 
Lorde. Tobeſhorte; Thereis no man 
but would doo his dutie, did he al- 
waies remember the daie of the laſte 
tudgement , at which time God will 
alke, an accompt of vs of our whole 
life, and of eucrie deede , which we 
haue doone , and ſo appoint cither 
puniſhment, or reward, according to 
cucric mansdeſert, : 

:;- Inthetimeofa e, when 
_—_ -_ _ is _— mensces F- _—_ 
7 all men( they not diflemblin 

rm Chriſtians ) are Hare to "ihe 

and amende their manners. VVhat 
—_ then > Oughtwenotatall times, c- 
ar yvhole, Ucric hower , yea and cuerie moment, 
as thou to thinke of the amendement of our 
 peertbelf$ life; to be touched with a true, and 
| bitter 
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bitter ſorowe for our (innes , and to 
pacific the wrath of God by repen- 
rance ; eſpeciallieſceing, inreſpe@t of 
yncecrtaine chances , death continualie 
is imminent , and hangeth eueric 
howre ouer the heads of all and cueric 
of ys, as we are certainely to thinke, 
Therefore who ſo is wiſe , will hauc 
ſuch a care, as I hauc ſhewed, as men 
commonlie haue in a great peſtilence: 
at which time , as it were wakened 
out of the ſleepe ( of ſeruritie ,) they 
are wonte to take care ,and to rhinke 
how to chaunge their wicked lines; 
 howeto fic and auoide finne ; how 
ro foliowe righteouſnelſe and godli- 
nes; finallic, how to 'pleaſe God by 
repentance , who is diſpleaſed through 
our {innes. Let euery man then perſe- 
ucre ſo”, when he hath __ -> 
Jague, as he purpoſcd to be when the 
2% Ding hos he 
All men acknowledge, that the 
houte of death is vncertaine, yer is 
it moſte  certaine that one date we 
fhall dic. 4 


Nowe 


A an 


——.. - 


Wea. > 


>” Oe + - .- 


TOY TR oYYy OO oo or wor © WP 


runR>s 


vols <4 i90- > 


1.Tbe. 4, 
16. 


The fir it Cauſe. 


12 Cap.2. 
Nowe what fooliſhnes is 1t , to feare 
death , which cucric moment hangeth 
oucr our heads; and in the meanetime 
not to thinke of amendment of life { 
Butthus itis. Inaduerſitie, as in the 
rime of the plague,of famine, of warrc, 
of Earthquake , of any grecuous and 
dangerous ſicknes of thebody , we can 
acknowledge theiuſt anger, 8 diſplea- 
ſureof God againſt wickednes:but whe 
things flowe foorth according to our 
harts defire,we bluſh no whitto abuſe 
hisgoodnes,and liberalitic,neither doo 
we call into minde,neither death ready 
to take vs cucry howre ; Nor the laſt 
indeement , nor the voice of the Archan- 
gell, whercof Paule maketh mention 
writing ynto the Theſſalonians: Nor 
the Trumpet of God : nor of Hell , cithes 
the cucrlaſting puniſhment, or the vn- 
gn fire, nor finallic thatyrter 
arkenes where ſhalbe weeping and 


naſhing of teeth. The memoriewher- 


of, ſhould be freſh in our minde , both 
when we riſe from our beds in the 
morning, and when we go ynto bed in 


the 


Cap.2. 13 
thecucning ; both when wedine , and 
when we ſuppe , when weare waſhed 
for health ſake , when wedeale in mat- 
ters thatare ſcrious : yea and when 
we doo recrcatc our minde with ho- 
neſt ſporte. 

— Buttheſethings,to wit thelaſt iudge- 
ment; the Lords tribunall ſeate , the 
voice of the Archangell , the Trumpet 
of God , the cuerlaſting rorments of 
hell,cheſe,(I ſaic, )are buta meere fable 
rothe yngodlic . Andasthe Ethnicks 
in old time eſteemed all fained wharſo- 
euer the Pocts mentioned of 7artarss, 
of Phlegeton ; of the Iudges Minoes 
and R anthus , of the place and 
_—_ of the wicked, and of the paines 
of the yngodlic ( whereof ſprang that 
of Seneca, ſaiceng; The Poets haue batte- 
red and terrified our mindes with vaine 

feares : So verie manie count all toics 
and fables, yea and' thinke all bur idle 
threates which at this date wereade 1n 
the ſacred Scripture concerning Hell; 
cucrlaſting death ; Hell fire , where 
ſhalbe weeping and gnaſhing of teeth; 


and 
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principal 
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Chapter. 


Cap.2. 


and touching the coyniting hereafter 
of the ſoule and bodie , cither vnto 
paine or gloric . VV hereas contrari- 
wiſe, theſe things ſtrike a maruclous 
terror without doubt into the god- 
lie, and ſuch as feare God , yea being 
but named,as the Poet ſaith. 
Thus you hauc the firſte , and 
| cauſe, asI thinke, 
whie we ſo deferrethe a+ 
mendment of our 
life,as we doo, 
The remedie againſt this cauſe 
you Shall finde after- 
"ward,in the tenth 


(4P. 


Cap.z. Is TheſerondCanf, 


( 4p.3- 
The ſecond caule why we 
doo not repent vsf our wickednes. 


Ow let vs goe 
BF voto another 
FY| cauſe, which is 
to wit,a great, 
yet a Co 
and yncertain 
hope of pard6s 
f at Gods hand. 
Through this hope Satan the conti- 
nuall enimic of mankind,deteineth mi 
in wickednegandby laiengdaily before 
his cies the mercic and lenitic of God, 
forbidderh him to dread his juſtice. 
Butas God mercifullie dooth pardon 
rchepenitent;andlikea father forgiuerh 
ſach as returne from vice ynto wel-do- 
ing : ſodoth he leaue therh neither vn- 
puniſhed,nor ynreuenged , who obſti- 
natclic perſiſt in wickednes . Sothat in 
yaine doo they hope for pardon,which 
repent not from the harre, 


Not- 


eee ra SS 44 wes. 
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Notwithſtanding by propoling this 
vaine hope, thediuell dooth ſo bring it 
about , that man becommeth ſecure in 
naughtines, and nquer takethanie cares 
atall of amending his life , but yrrerlic b- 
' Rom.2,4. defpiſeth the riches of Gods bountifulnes, | 
and patience , andlong ſuſferaunce, no 
knowing that the bountifulnes of God 
deth him unto repent1nce, to vie S.Paule 
his wordes yntor- Romanes. 
Heere that would be remembred, 
which Toh the Bapriſt,as itis recorded 
24:.,,1,2 by Matthew,dooth ſaic; Repent (your 
former cuil conuerſation ) for the king- 
dome of heauen is at hand:\(o would that 
alſo which the Lord inEſaiahſpeaketh, 
Eſa.66,2 Vnto whom shall I looke > Euen to him 
that is poore and of a contriteſpirite,and 
trembleth at my words . Chriſt ſaith 
Ls.13,3,5 morcouerby Zuke , Except you amend 
your lines,ye shallall likewiſeperish. And 
AF, 3,19 Peter in the Adtes, Amend your lives 
#herefore,and turne,that your ſinnes mate 
be put awaie. 
I omit ſixe hundred places of Scrip- 
enre, tending to prooue, tharno man . ; 


ſhould 


ſhould hauc hope , or truſt to hauc 
their ſinnes pardoned, but he which rc- 
* penteth.For,as I ſaid,in vainedooth he 
- looke for pardon,who doth not repent 
= from his hart, Andalthough there is 
F notimetoo late to aſke forgiuencs ar 
Gods hande, asplainche appeareth by 

the example of tharTheete , of whom 

the Euangeliſts make mention, ( For, 

\ God deſwethnot the death of the wicked, 
but that the wicked turne fromhis waie, 
and lize): yer who knoweth not , how 


dangerous a thing 1t is to prolong a- \ , 


mendment of lite from day vyato day? 
For as thePocrt ſaith, 


No man ſo in Gods fauor is, 
That to liue an other date he can prom. 


Death taketh men oftentimes when 
they little thinke thereof , inſomuch 
that they haue no ſpace to repent , and 
amend their liucs. 

Here I will not recite what Plinie, in 


his naturall Hiſtoric, ſpeakerh of ſud- 


dainedcath, becauſe in theſedaies no- 
thing is more common, Manic yeares 
C.j are 


C4p.3. Bf Repent 1n time, 


"S 


Wiſa.4,7, 


Repent in time. 18 Ca.3. 


are not paſſed , fince two old men, 
drvcllcrs'in one towne together, hauing 
on a certaine night had ynlawfull 
copulation with two harlotes , whom 
they haunted,died both of them ſude- 
lie, the one ofan Apoplexie ,the other 
thruſt through with a Dagger. Now in 
what dager their ſoules were, let cucric 
mi conſider with himſelf for his profit. 
I am not ignorant, that good men as 
wel as wicked ,may ſuddenlie be takeny 
and thar , though the righteows ( as he 
ſaich) be prevented with death , yet shall 
he be at reſt:norwithſtanding, how hor- 
rible is it for an impenirear perſon ſud- 
denlie co be ouertaken after ſuch a ſort! 
How manic haue we heard of ,murthe- 
red crhrough contention, cuen when , / 
they hauc beene at good cheere 1 How 
manie (laine foorth-with , taken in a- 
dulterie ! How manic arthe Dice and 
Cardes ſuddenlic diſparched , cucn of 
ſuch as they haucplaicd wichall ! That 
I ſpeakenothing of them, whichfalling 
from their Horſe , haue brake their 
neckes ; which through Shipwrack 
© TR haue 
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haueperiſhed ſuddenlie; which final- 
liceither by the fall of houſes,or other 
chances haue beene bruzed into peeces! 

' Therefore, albe God would the re- 

entancerather then the death of a ſin- 
ner, as vndoubredlic he would : yet 1s 
ira dangerous thing , in reſpeCt ot vn- 
cerrainechances, todeferre the amend- 
mentofour lite,in hope of Gods mer- 
cie, For thou att intime to repent,while 
thou art yer aliuc , while thou air 


ſtrong,while thou arr in health, 


Repent 118 time. 


But thus iris. The youg man giueth Yong men 


himſelfe to pleaſure , to 
rowine, to riot; and promiſcth him- 
ſelfe manic yecres,anda long lite; and 
therefore ncuer thinketh of reforming 
his manners , but dcferres that matter 
yntill hecomes voto age : yet is henot 
ſure whether he ſhall liue ro be an old 
man . For who among manic thou- 
{ands,arttaincth to old age? 

Now being an old man,whatdooth 


cllic cheere, loue not co 


repent. 


Old men 


vnwilling 


he then > To morowe it ſhalbe doone, to amend. 


ſaith he, and ſtillro morowe'irt ſhalbe 


doone:& ſo willinglie he deceauerh, 8 
C.y. vyainelie 
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yaineliedooth flatter himſelfe, becauſe 
no man,as I haue ſaide , can promiſe 
that he ſhall live till ro morowe ; naie, 
chere is no man ſure that he ſhall liue 
till night, 

In the meane ſeaſon, Death ſuddenlie 
oppreſſeth him that deferreth,and pro- 
logeth the reformaris of his life,as cue- 
rie daic almoſt we haue examples giue, 
ycrdoo not other mens harmes make 
vs to beware: ſo mightelic dooth Satan 
drawe on , and feede ys with a yaine 
hope of Gods mercie,and ofa long life. 

And although it neither ought , nor 
in dcede anie waic can bedenied, that 
the true penirent ſinners at all times do 
findefauor at Gods hand ; and that a 
manneuer,no notat the point ofdeath 
ſhould deſpaire: yer who is ſo foolith, 
thar maie haue that which is voideof 
all danger,and will chuſe that which is 
ioined with great hazard euen of the 
ſoule! Thereforerto be out of all doubr, 
letys, whiletime is, thinke ofamen- 
dingour liues,and not deferre the ſame 
fromdaie to daie,cſpeciallic becauſe we 
arc 


*) 
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arc not ſure to _ till to morowe. 
Nowe concerning the mercic of 
God , let vs remember continuallic 
what Cyprian,in a cerraine place dooth 
ſay on this wiſe; 4s much as God is good, 
and merciful in that he is 4 Father : /o 
much is he tobe feared , in that heis 4 
Tudge : ſo will it come to paſſe that the 


fon of Goas vengeance will reclaime vs 
fromſinne, andthe vaine hope of his mer- 


cie in too much ſecuritie shall not de- 
ceaue and corrupt vs. 


In this vaine hope of Gods mercic, The obſti- 


how miſcrabley doo thoſe Popiſh 


Prieſtes deceaue themſclues, who all Pricfites. 


their Iife time keepe concubines z and 
vnder the pretence ofa ſingle life, plaic 
the whore-maſters,arencuer puniſhed; 
nor yet thinke of changing their wic- 
ked manners, nor of putting their con- 
cubines quite awaic from them ! Yea, 
notwithſtanding they know well Hh 
owne filthines , and wicked life: 
bluſh they not daic by daie va oy 
to doo thediuine ſeruice,tocome ynto 


the myſticall and diuine rable, vnwor- 
C.1jy. thelic 


| Deſpazre at no time. 
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thelic to catc the Lords breade, and to 
drinke the holie cup ynworthelic . Oh 

| how horrible, yea how dangerous is ir 
toline in ſuch ſtate of Iife, wherein if 
| death ſuddenlie ſhould ſtrike thee, 
aura thou wert vrrerlie caſt awaie! In yaine 
ſpeaketh va therefore doo they flacter rhem(ſclucs 
= _— with hope of Gods mercic,which keep 
£9 vnro * CONCUbines in ſuch ſorte , and with 
ailvyhich hardened harrtes perſiſt in wickednes, 
wen as they never minding either to put awaic,and 
; forſake their harlots,or ro change their 
wicked lines by hartie repentance; and 
to aſke forgiuenes of their lewde beha- 
uiour at Gods hand with tearcs and 

fighing. 

But, ſome will ſaie , they aſke God 
mercic oftentimes ; and oftentimes 
they beſcech his goodoes to forgiuc 
them. Forafter their cuening praier, 
ſaic they noteuerie daic welnigh? Con- 
wert vs, OLlord, and turne awaie thy 
difpleafure againſtvs . Yea, andin the 
cnde of their Martins roo , doo they 
not ſaic ? Lord haue mercie wpon 
Vs . And at othertimes , that God 

would 
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would haue mercie on them , ſpare, 
ard forgiue them : they praie,doo they 
not? 
I heare you, But with what carneſt- J7*i<r5of 

nes of minde , with what heate and Prieſtes 
zeale of ſpirite they doo ſo, I will not wha. 
diſpute. Bcir, they praic vnto God ze- 
louſlie, carneſtlic , and with a moſte 
hartic afteftion; what then? what good 
do their praiers,vnleſſe they put awaic 
their concubines , with intent neuer 
to take them againe ; and vnleſle 
rhey perſcuere in a purpoſe , and 
minde , to liue chaſtlic ever after- 
ward ; in aſtudic of amending their 
life; and finallie in continuall ſorow 
for their wickedneſſe committed 2 
Now, becauſe they doo not this , as 
their deedes plainclic ſhow,who doub- 
reth , but either they thinke thoſe 
things written concerning the daicof 
indgement, to be buta fable ; or that 
they flatter themſelues too roo much 
with a vaine and falſc hope of pardon 
at Gods hande? 
O horrible faccof the Popiſh Church! 

C.ij, They 


Popish Priefts the worit Chriſtians, 24 Cap.z. 
They which aſwell by example , as by 
praicr,ſhould rule; gouerne, and reach 
others; cuethey ſo behaue themaſclues, 

 thatothers in them be maruclouſlic of- 

CompaE feded. Whe the Laic people come vnto 

rweene the the Lords table,with what reuerece , as 

Taepeo= itismectthey ſhould, with what feare, 

Popith & trembling , with what zeale do they 

Prieſtes. approche 2 what preparation doo they 

make before they confeſle their fins, 8 

delire abſolution!what care do theytake 

thatno ſcruple remaine in their conſci- 
ence & minde! how certainlie,8 firme- 
lie doo they purpoſe roamende their 
manners , and toreforme their lite! 
Nowe what doothe Popiſh Pricſtes? 
Forſooth { as one of their owne crewe 
reporteth ) they from the wicked em- 
bracement of an whore haſten yntothe 
altar , and that commonlie, ynpuni- 
ſhed,withour bluſhing. They are tou- 
ched neither witha care of amending 
theirliues; nor of putting awaic their 
harlots ; ncither conceaue they anic 
{orrow at the remembrance of ſinne. 
To be briefc,in name onclicand word, 


they 


<< 
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they be Chriſtians, but in deedeand 
rruch they appeare plaine Ethnickes. 
V Vhat then? ſome may demaunde, is 
there no hope of ſaluation of ſuch ? 
Surelie, to ſpeake my conſcience, they, 
who areſuch,as I hane deſcribed, can 
haue no hope of mercic before God, 
forſomuch as the Autor of the Epiſtle 


vnto the Hebrues dooth affirme , that Hor. 12, 
VP boremongers and Adulterers God will Dag 5,21. 


indge; and Paule ſaith , They which doo 


ſuch things , shall not inherit the king - 


dome of God . VVherefore if the Pa- 

iſts beleeue ito betrue, as it is, which 
the Apoſtle hath ſaide, what hope can 
they haue to be ſaucd,abiding in ſuch 
filthines of life? eſpeciallic ſeeing they 
neither ynfainedlie repent,nor will put 
away theirconcubines . Bur if + 
doo nor belecue it to be true,then falſe- 
lie doo they vſurpe the name of Chri- 
ſtians , and are notto be numbred a- 


mong the godlic : but ſhould beto vs, 


as our Sauiourdooth ſaic, As Heathen Matth.1s, 


menand Publicans. 
How then doo Biſhops tollerare ſuch 
Cuy. yngodlic 


The ſecond Cauſe. 
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yngodlic fcllowes in their Churches? 
Yea & why allow they ſuch to preache 
vnto the people? yea,why for mony do 
they permit them to haue harlots? The 
matter is manifeſt; ſothat it canotbe de- 
nicd; & ſo foule and abhominable, thar 
it neitherought,nor maicbe excuſed, 
And although they denic that they are 
alogether vngodlic; becauſe they hauc 
the nameof Godin honour: yetmani- 
feſt is it that theyarenotgodly,becaulc 
they followe thoſe things which arc 
cleanc contrarie to godlines , as Hilarie 
ſpeketh of ſuch like. Andtheyare nam- 
liethoſe,who, being not grieucd at this 
filthines,and wicked life of their ſhauc- 
lings,ſhow plainely that they abhorre 
the honeſt 8 wndefiled bed, as the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith,that is;the honeſt and lawtull 
mariage of the miniſters of the holic 
Church. Oh horrible caſc to heare' oh 
wretched & miſcrable ſtate of Chriſti- 
an people! Come Lord [cſu,come,and 
helpe thy Church , which now a long 
{pace hath had thoſe paſtors vnder the 
popiſh tyrannie: which are yrtterlic ina 
manner 
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manner deſtitute of all Chriſtian faith. 

They belceuc,will ſome ſaic, to haue 
ſaluation through Chriſt. Go to , for 
we will nor ſtrive much abour.thar 
tom vs thinke it be fo . Whar?Be- 

ceue they that , which the Apoſtle 
faith, /7 horemongers shall not inherite Epb. 5,5 
the kingdome of God? They belecueſo,I G1 uu pl 
thinke; neither maic weſuſpe the c6- 
rrarie, Now forſomuch as they arc of 
thatrnomber ( for that muſt needes be 
grated which no mi may denie) which 
Paule,or the holy ſpirit rather by Paxle 
ſaith, shall not inherit the kingdome of 
heauen; howecan they promiſe them- 
ſelues ſaluation through Chriſt > then = 
belecue they, both that they ſhalbe ſa- 
ued; and that whoremongers , as they 
are themſelues,ſhalbe condemned.Oh 
immorral god,what blokiſhnes is this! 
whatblindnes of hart!what darknes of 
minde!Scethey not what contrarictics 
they ſpeake? For ifthey haucanaſſured - 
truſt rhat they ſhalbe ſaued(for that is 
It whichwe all belecte; thEthar is falſe 
which Paule vnto the Epheſians dooth Ep%e. x, 5. 
write: bur if it be ſin, as 1tis,to (ate ſo, 


they 


Epb. 5,5. 
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they can hauc no faith or truſt that 
God the Father is mercifull to them, 


and pleaſed through Chriſt , Then * 


what is theirbeliefe? what makes them 
ro promiſe to themſcluch (aluation? 
what faith haue they? 

VVhat force our concluſjon hath; 
euen a blinde man maie ſee,as the com- 
mon ſaying is, For the Apoſtle dooth 
propoſeand aftirme , that Ao whore- 
monger shall inherite the kingdome of 
God. The whole world maketh rhe 
Minor , and faith with one conſenr, 
Popich Prieftes areſach. Hereof doo the 
right Chriſtians conclude , that no 
Popish Priefies with their concubines, 
Shall inherit the Kingdome of God . AU 
men,though they or but mcanc{k1i] 
in Logique , ſec that this concluſion 
followeth of the former propolitions, 
whichare manifeſtlic true, and granted 
euen of our aduerſaries. For this ar- 
gument is madein right moode and 
figure. Popiſh Pricſtes therefore with 
their harlots haue none hope to be 
ſaucd ; neither doo they belecue, as 


they 
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they falſelicreporte , albeit they feine 
certaine yaine dreames to themſclucs 
concerning faith . But ſomewill ſaie, 
It maicbe, that they who todaie arc 
wicked , to morowe , or when God 
thinkesgood, may repent,and acknow- 
ledging their faults, liucthe time which 
they haue to ſpend in the feare of God: 
and therefore we ſhould not ſo quick- 
lic deſpaire of anic mans ſaluation. 

I know it well, but it appeareth how 
theſe felowes are wonte to returne yn- 
to godlines ; and how ynfcinedliethey 
repent . For what one of mamie thou- 
ſands haue you ſcene heretofore,which 
comming ynto himſelfe , hath either 
caſt off his whore,orderermined neuer 
to haue companie with her hereafter? I 
ſpeake that which iswell knowen , and 
what weatthis daie doo not onelic ſee 
withour cics: but alſo cuen well nigh 
feele with our handes, if ſo I maie (ate. 
Not one ofa thouſand ſcarſe , can you 
finde, which from his hart at anic 
time purpoſeth to amende , or toput 
awaie hits concubine; 

But 
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The defors Butto let theſe things go,how abho- 


mitie, of 
the Popish 
Church. 


X Page.26. 


minable inthe menewhule(be it ſpoke 
in the feare of God), & deformed is the 
face ofthe popiſh Church; wherein the 
paſtors and rulers of the chriſtian flock, 
doo openlic to the great offence of the 
Church commit wickednes; wherein 
whoremaiſters adhorte yato chaſtitie; 
tmpenitent perſons ynto repentaunce; 
they whoaredefiled with all impuririe 
ynto holincs ! And theſe things arc 
doone, not 1n villages onelic : bur in 
rownes alſoand cittics; nor in a fewe 
regions onelic,but in cuery land belide; 
and in all places where the Pope hath 
dominton;yca the yericBiſhops them- 
ſclues loking on,winking theratz what 
ſate I, winking thereat? permitting,and 
approuing the ſam&who becauſe they 
do not ſcuerelicpunith this wickednes, 
as by their office they are bound, but as 
I faide before * formonie permit them 
yeerclic to haue harlots, by theſe their 
pardons 8 diſpenarios: belide that, it is 
a ſpeciall prouocation vnto fin ( as one 
doth ſaie,)rhey embolde the themore 


If! 
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in wickedneg & prick forward, & giue 
| ſachthe head, whom they ſhould bri- 
dle; yeathey bring it ſo topaſle, that li- 
uing in open wickednes, they thinke 
they {inne not; & ſo for their owneco- 
moditicthey giue rhem occaſion obſti- 
natelie to perliſt in finne:of which,as of 
. all their office,they ſhall one daic ren- 
der an accompr. 
d | W hat I praic you , may ſome de- Rn 
maund,ſhould Biſhops doin this caſe? in ——_ 
I will tell you. They muſt(as the Apo- ing levwde 
ſtle teacheth)nor winkear ſuch wicked Ci="B* 
ues,much lefle allowe , and maintaine 
the libertie of whoredome, but firſt ad- 
monish, improoue, rebuke ; afterward , if 
theſe doo no good, remoue them from 
- | theircharge andgouecrnement of the 
_ congregatio where they are placed; the 
baniſh them from the remples and ſa- 
craments; afterward being condemned 
to the pit of hel,to excommunicare the 
fro the companieof the godlic; 8 final- 
lic; wi ſaith — _ unto Sata 
for the deſtructid of the flesh,that theſpirit 
. |. m4 beſanedin the daie of the Lord es 
c 
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Theſerhingesthey ſhould doo, it their 
minde were to execute their office vp- 
rightlic,and to beallowed before God 
the iudge, who will aſke an account of 
them forall theirdoings. Cheefelie and 
aboue all things they _—_ $20 we them- 
elues an enſample of good workes , as 

Tit.2,7. = 2.06 "ui þ , and be to 

them that beleeue , an enſample in woord, 
in conuerſation,gn louegnſpirit, in faith, 

1.T im. 4, andinpurencſſe,as he watneth Timothic. 

12, But at this daic, the Biſhops for the 
moſte parte , ſhowe themſeclucs tobe 
ſuch, as they ſuffer the Clergie to be: 
whereby it falleth ovr,thar whatby the 
licence,and what through the example 
of Biſhops : that they f1nne more w1l- 
fallic,aud boldly. Foras one ſaith; Thar 
isthought tobe well-doone , which is 
dooneby example. , 

Hovyma= Bur forſomuch as Pricſtes, hauing 

avo-00695 th ſo manic occaſions to repent, and to 

offered vn= forſake their wickednes ( for they both 
to Popiſh yyifit ſuch as arcextreameclicſicke ; and 

Prieſtes to $M 

repenc, heareconfeſſions of ſfinne ; and com- 

forte the troubled conſcience; and ab- 


ſojuc 


\h) 


ſoluc from wickednes,and reach foorth 
the bodic of the Lord; and miniſter ex- 
treame yn&ion; and are preſent often- 
times , when men giue yp the ghoſte: 
belide , they ſing Dirges , wherein. itis 
often repeated, that that daie is 4 date of 
wrath ,a daie of trouble , and heauines , a 
great daie,and averie bitter; and often 
mention is made of the dreadful iudge- 
ment,of cuerlaſting damnation, and of 
the theefe repenting at the laſt gaſpe; 
finallie, wherein requeſt is made, thar 
neither torment of death maie touch, 
nor chaine of the damned may binde : 
furthermore, they attend onthe Herſe, 
and followe the Corſe; and with great 
ceremonies burie the dead,and commir 
the bodie to the carth : belide this, wal- 
king in the temple they oftentumes 
reade Epitaphes , and verſes both writ- 
ten and grauen vpon Tombes and Sc- 
pulchers; wherebie occaſion 1s giuen 
ro remember not onelic the dead : bur 
alſo death it ſelfte imminent cuerie 
houre,and alſo the laſt iundgement and 


tribunal ſcate of the Lord , tro omit 0- 
D.1. cher 
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therthings : and yet morethen all this 
in that ſacrifice of theirs , for the dead, 
they heare of the comming of Chriſt, 
of thereſurre&ion ar the laſte daice, of 
the ſound of the Archangell and trom- 

t of God . and manic other ſuch 
things) yet forſomuch as by all theſe 
they cannot be brought ynto repen- 
cance , one of theſe two things mult 
needes be true , that cither they thinke 
whatſocuer they reade in the ſacred 
Scripture touching the iudgement to 
come , is buta fable, and (as Epicures 
do)perſwade them(clues that the {oule 
dicth with the bodiez or that they flat- 

ter themſelues roo roo much with a 
vaincand falſc hope and confi- 
denceof pardon at Gods 
hand. 
A remedie for this cauſe you 5hall fnde 
afterward in the eleuenth 


Chapter of this booke. 
(2. 
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t»A thirde cauſe why we 
deferre the amenament of our life. 


=l T hirde cauſe, 
Y whie wee fo 
driue of the a- 
medmer of our 
life, as wedoo, 
isour cultome 
of {inning , 
which nowe 
hath almoſte 
gotten to bean other nature. For as it 15 
ycric harde fora man to bridle his na- 
+ ture: ſo theſtrengrh of cuſtome is al- 
moſte inuincible,and thereforenot yn- 
rightlie called an other nature: Neither Cuſtome 
was it jll aide of one, that thoſe vices 29he 
be hardlie cut awaie,which growe vp 


as we growe. 
Weall know how daintelic and wan- Ill educats 
P ronlie parents bring vp their children, 92 f chi 
cuen from their cradels . They are 


'T D.jj. yicd 


C 
— 
—— 


Parents, 
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vſed to delicious fare , and pleaſures 
from their render yeeres , They .ab- 
ſteine neither from foule and filthie 
ſpeech ,nor from wicked and blaſphe- 
mous oathes to thediſhonor of God. 
T hey ruffell it out in their gorgeous 
apparell of diuers colours , Soldier like, 
with theirparted breſt , and their pai- 
ned hoſe, They do all things proudlic, 
boldelic,impudentlic; bur nothing mo- 
deſtlic,and thamefaſtclie. They neither 
doo honor theirparents; norreucrence 
their elders, nor beare with their equals: 
breetelic,what they minde, they thinke 
they may doo. Neither ſhameof the 
world , neither feare of God can driuc 
them from wickednes. They haueno 


_ care of religion and godlines toward 


God, much lelſe of cinilnes and hone- 
ſtie toward man. 

V Vhatneede maniewords? Parents 
now a dayes by their cuill b:hauiour ſo 
corrupt their children, that no correCti- 


Durie of on can make them to be good, Where- 


as-in deede their parte 1s before their 
children,neuther to ſaic that which were 


filthic 


filthic to be ſpoken;nor to commit that, 
which might nor honeſtlic be doone: 
but rather to leade ſuch an honeſt and 
yerruous life , that rheir children by 
them maie haue a paterne how to liuc 
well and by looking vpon their ſayings 
and dooings as intoa glaſfe,learne cuen 
from their infancie , both what 1s to be 
dooneas good, and whattobe auoided, 
as wicked and abhominable . For who- 
ſocuer reacherh that by outward beha- 
uiour,which he dereſteth in his children; 
whule he chides them, he accuſerth him- 
ſelfe of ſinneand wickednes , And with 
what face can he rebuke his children for 
dooing amiſle , who hath marredthem 
himſelte,by his wicked example ? with 
what coſitenance can he miſhike naugh- 
tines inthem , the which another as ſe- 
uerelie maic rebuke in himſelte>Where- 
fore let parents remember, that neceſſa- 
rilie they areto leade an vpright , and 
honeſt conuerſation; that of neceſlitie 
they are to fore-ſce, that no point of 
diſhoneſtie,nor filthines apperein their 
Iif6 & that to theſe ends that with more 
D.itj. audtoritic 


Cap.4. 37 | Thethird Carfe. 


Naufitrara, 


Antemona- 
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auQoritie they may puniſh their chil- 
dren when they gocaſtraic,that they be 
not blamed for thoſe vices,which ch 
rebuked their childre for; & finale that 
their chiding may be to purpoſe, and 
not lightlic ſer by of their children, 
through their owne default, Hetherto 
belonges that of the Poet, 
How of a father can## thou take the face, 
whe thou by mo vices,doft thy ſelf diſer ace? 
& how for looſenes caſt thoubeat thy child, 
Thou an old man being thy ſelf more wild? 
So dooth that in another Poct of 
Nauſtrata , who blamed her huſband 
becauſe he chid his ſonne for beingin 
loue,when he knew himſelfe guiltic of 
greater wickednes * /Vith what connte- 
naunce(aith ſhe,will ye chide him? And 
which Antemoya brought foorth in 
Plautts, Isit SER ſhe,that a fa- 
ther should giue ſuch example ? Art thou 


not ashamed > But let vs heare that 


yong man among declaimers , that ac- 
cuſed his father of madnes ; My riot, 
ſaith he,7 impute to my father. I was not 
brought wp ſtraiehtlie enough in awe,yvor 


in 
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in a well gonerned houſe , whichmight or- 
aer the manners of a yong man wich ,and 
withdraw him from vices, whereunto , in 
reſpect of his age he us inclined. My father 
in 4 /ort hath inticed me wvnto riotouf- 


xe5,&c. So did not Tobias that godlic T9in 


man loued of God,whoas the ſtorie of 
himdooth witnes , both inſtructed his 
ſonne, cuen from his infancie ro feare 
God, and to abſteine from «ll wicked- 
* nes; and alſo by his good life propoſed 
him an example how to ſerue the 
Lord: and ſtudied to ſhowe himſelfe 
ſuchin the ſight of his ſonne, as hedeſt- 
red his Conne ſhould be. 


In theſe daies when children be com- S*Þovle= 


mitted ro Schoolemaiſters , eſpeciallic 
to be accuſtomed rovprightnesand ho- 
neſty ,and to be brought yp ingodliges, 
good manners & learningzwhat is don? 
I am aſhamed,& loth to ſay igyer will 
I ſpeake rather neceſlarilic then wil- 
linglic. Scholemaſters for the moſt 

{for all be not ſuch) what to get fauour, 
& to auoide the dif} rigs, parents, 
bring vptheirSchollers roo nicelic,and 
D: ujj. r00 


mailſters, 


Miſchiefes 
that growe 
by euwll 

Schoo!lcz 
maiite:s, 
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roo wantonlic, and as it were looſe the 
raines of diſcipline ; neither driuing 
them by correion from wickednes: 
nor alluring them by counſell vnto: 
well dooing: They neither teach them 
Chriſtianitic , nor inſtruct them in 
godlines; nor trainethe yp romodeſtic, 
and yertue , Naic, they ſhowe them- 
{clues neither pure and holic to their 
{cholers, neither milde and affable, as 
fathers ; burouer careles and diſlolute, 
as companions , Hence ariſerh con- 
remptin them of their maiſters; hence 
come they headie and proude; hence 
doo they loathe all;goodnes , hence 
intollerable ſtubbernes. What ſhould 
I ſpeake of their prodigious attire ? of 
theirvnſcemclie apparcll? of their iet- 
ting vp and downe with Daggers by 
their {ide?Whatſhould I mention their 


prodigall and riotous expences,winked 


at by their maiſters? or their often, and 
well nigh dailic rioting , banquering, 
goſliping, quaffing, plaicng, dauncing, 
reuelling all thenighr together? ro adde 
nothing more filrhic , 1 name that 

which 


of 


Ca.e. #1 
which is well knowen,and thoſe things 
which are ſo certaine.that they cannot 
bedenied; and ſo ſhametull , that they 
may not be extuſed any kinde of waie. 


And forſomuchas Schoolemaiſters, mango 
(whoſc dutie were with all cndeuour, maiſters. 


diligence,and ſeueritic, tobring downe 
the boldenes,to tame the wildenes, and 
ro bridle the wantonnes of youth, both 
by inſtru&ion, admonition , and cor- 
rection , ) doo ſuffer the youth com- 
mitted to their truſt, ro be corrupted, 
and carried headlong into all yice and 
wickednes: what hope is there ( of their 
amendement) when they come vnro 
riper yecres,and to mans eſtate? Forir 
isvnlikelic , that either he will linc ho- 


» neſtlic, when he isold ; which leddea 


wicked and filthic like , when he was 
yonge : or thathe which was naughtc- 
liebrought vp in his childe-hood; will 
in his man-hood be brought vnto good 
order.Such a matter it « to be accuſtomed 
to a thing from tender yeeres, as the 
moſte excellent Poet dooth ſaic. And 

as another Tragicall Poet writeth, _— 
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The mine eaſelic forgetteth uot, : 
VV hat lone time ſmce,it learnd & got. 


Chuſfing of Ch that citics would colider the waigh- 


Schoole = 
maiſtcrs, 


Liberall. 
manners 
Liberall 
knowledge 


- 


tines of this matter,and yeeld 1nno wiſe 
neither to afte&tion; nor to affinitie and 
kinred; norto thecomendation & ſure 
of their familiars, in chooltng Schoole- 
maiſters!Surelie atcucric mans letter of 
comendation,a Schoolemaiſter ſhould 
not be appointcd:eſpeciallic becauſeir is 
much ro the benefit of a comon-weale, 
to haucagodlie8& learned teacher, that 
will traine vp children in religion;teach 
them ciuilitic; and endue them with li- 
berall both manners and diſcipline. 
Notwithſtanding,how 1a this pointe 
nowa daies men offend , no tongue can 
expreſſe . For now there is no place for 
godlic and learned Schoolemaiſters, 
whoſe honeſt Iife,commendable beha- 
niour,and faithfulnes is well knowen, 
Valearned Sciolicsdoo cueric where {0 
creepe 1nto the freendſhip 8 familiari- 
ticof mighticmen,and fo perſwade the 


that they alone are thoughtro be mee- 
telt{(when they arc as meete for that of- 


fce, 


»4 Y 


bn, / 


% 
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fice,as theAſſeis forthe harp,according 
ro the como ſaying)to gouern Scholes, 
and to bring vp children. And fortheir 
doarin itis ſuchas no wiſe mi wil giue 
a {traw,ora burat thred therefore: Heir 
ignorace is verie groſe, notwithſtading, 
ey can hide the ſame maruelous cun- 
ninglie. And for thar in reſpett of their 
1gnorace & rudenes they carienone au- |, 
Qoritie,the which alearncd ma doth ca- 
ſclicattaingtheyloſethe raines of diſci- 
pline ro much,8 maryong minds with 
their cokring,that youth may rhe more 
willinglie chuſe the for their teachers. 
Bur,that I may rerurne to my purpoſe, 
ſccing that parencs theſelues, with tea- 
chers , & maiſtersdo nufſell yong chil. 
+ drenin wickednes, giue thethehead to 
do what they liſt ; and haue no carcat 
all of goucrning, 8 reſtraining their de- 
fires: what maruel, if hardlic, or notat 
all they can leaue thoſe vices in their 
old age, whereunto they were accuſto- 
med in their youth ! cuſtome ſo com- 
meth ro a nature . And although, 


_ whenthedaicof tudgement comes into 
their 


Frure of il] 
education, 
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their minde,they thinke of repentance! 
yet cuſtome hath ſo marred them, 


that , whether it be vnwillinglie or a- 


gainſt their knowledge : they fall cuer- 
more ynto worlſer wickednes, and like 
foolcs ncuer ccafle to prolong their a- 
mendment moreand more. Now what 
good members of a Common-weaale 
ſhall we thinke they will prooue in 


their old age, which intheir youth are * 


{o corrupted, through their parentes 
mcanesand ſo ill brought vp,through 
their maiſters negligence? 

For whence come ſo manie adulterers 
now adatcs?\o manycorrupters of mai 
des; ſo many rufftingſo many bawdsſo 
manie ynthrifts and ___ coulins; 
whenceare there ſo manydicers;& ſuch 
a nomber of moſt wicked cittizens?but 
euen from this fountains, as it were of 
vngodlic and cuill education of chil- 
dren ? For they had needeof apur- 
gation which laic the vices of thisage 
vpon the Goſpell . It is not the Goſpell 
which cauſeth (ſuch wickednes ; it 1s 
wanton and ll bringing vp , it 1sneglt- 
Tent 
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gent & careleſſe magiſtrates: that I ſaie 
nothing of higher Princes, which muſt 
bearerheblame . They whoare iv au- y1vgu 
Qoritic ſhould moſt ſeucrelic punith office. 
and correct f{inne, not winke thercat. 

If the Iultaz lawe of adulterers,which ah _— 


with death puuitherh adulterie, and vi- ,quucrie. 
olaters of marriage ; neither ſuffereth 


. the wickednes of whoredome to goe 
 vnpuniſhed : if I ſaic, this lawe were a- Puniſh- 


gainccſtabliſhed; and if they which a- Mencotor 
buſethe name of God , and ſ{pue out . 
blaſphemiec againſt his holines , and 
{weare by the croſle , by the woundes, 

and blood of Chriſt; which when god- 

lie Sermons are making, be quaffing; 
plaieng; gadding idlic vp and downe; 

which obaicnor their parents, nor giue 
them due honor, which are hes 
and murtherers,and thceues, dicers,ra- 
uiſhers, church-robbers , and Vſurers; 
if 1uglers,coſeners,dronkards,glutrons, 
and prodigall ynthrifts , it ill ſpeakers, 
backbiters,braulers, forſworneperſons, 
idle ralkers, and liers ; finallie,if they 


which arcapparentlic wicked, were not 
wincked 
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wincked at, but ſeuerclic puniſhed, nei- 
ther would there be ſuch large ſcope 
for vice and wickednes ; nor all men 
ſhould crie out as they doo now, of 
the looſenes of this world. 

Lerecucric magiſtrate therefore thinke 
ypon his office, and perſwade himſelfe, 
that when Chriſt ſhall rerurneto wdge 
the world , he muſt yeeld an accompr; 
and learne of Paule , that he beareth not 
the ſworde for naught. For he is the mini- 
flier of God , to > vengeance on them 
that doo enill , as the ſame Paule wri- 
terh ynto the Romaines . And for {o 
much as Paxle dooth witneſle , that the 
Lawe us not giuen to 4 righteous man, 
but to the laweles and diſobeatent , to the 
ungodlie , and to ſinners ,to the vnholie, 
and to the prophane , to murtherers of fa- 
ther and —_ to manſlaiers,to whore- 


mongers,to buggerers , to manſtealers, to 
liers,and to theperiured; and becauſe in 
his office the magiſtrate is a miniſter of 
the lawe ,doubtles he cannot be negli- 
gent , or ſlacke and diflolute in puniſh- 
ing, without great {inne, 


W here. 
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VVhereforeſuch as beareanQoririe, 
and rule in the Common-weale muſt 
remember, that looſenes of behauiour , 
and wildenes muſt be ramed, and brid- 
led by cucric good meanes,and that me 
muſt be terrified from yice and wicked- 
nes,from naughrines , and fromall de- 
ccipt , and deadlic and hainous crimes 
through the feare of puniſhmer. Vales 
they do ſo,they make themſclues guil- 
tic of horrible {innes,and (hall aunſwer 
for the faults of others. For,as the Poer 


ſaith: 


He that may reſtraine voickednes & vvil not, 
Dooth wwill men to ſinne, and ſpare not, 


I am afraide the ſcucrenes of Eth- ,, 


zickes in puniſhing ſinne , and n__ more ſe- 


uere in pus 
niſhing fin, 


off malctaQors , wilbea witnes 
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ans 


our negligence and lothfulnes in that ,., Chis 
int, atthe daicof judgement, They tans. 


had their puniſhments appointed by 


lawes for offenders ;rthere lacked no co- 


miſſioners to cite them vnto iudge- 


ment they bad examiners and indges; 
fioallic, 


The third Cauſe. - 


finallie , they had cxccutioners , which 
with all ſeucritic puniſhed wicked- 
nes. Ando by that meanes wilde 
heads were enforced to abſteine from 
il dooing; to bridle defireg;to tame their 
concupiſcence ; and nottoruſh head- 
long into all wickednes , cuen through 
the feare of puniſhment . But nowa 
verie blinde man(as the ſaying is) may 
ſee, how outward and ciuile ordering 
of manners is decaied, by reaſon of im- 
punitie , and libertic which is granted, 
in that (uch as are in aucoritic,doo ei- 
ther negligentlic forgiueall , or not {c- 
ucrelie enough punith malcfaQtors. 

None corret&t whoremongers , and de- 
floawrers of maidens,no nor adultcrers, 
and other more hainous offenders, {0 
oreuouſlic as they ſhould; none puniſh 
cither diſobciers of parents; or deſpiſers 
of their ſuperiors; or backbiters of their 
lawfull Magiſtrates; None repreſle of 
wor 4+ the prodigalitictor colt; 

or the pride for color, 8& finenes ; or the 
I:ghrnes for varieric; or the impuden- 

cic for the monſterous new facions: 


Nonc 
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Nonedoo forbid that infinite expences 
vpon banquets; pompous & princelike 
fcaſting; outragious quatting; conten- 
tious drinking nor contiall fitting 
at bellie cheere; none doo appoint pu- 


niſhmenr for dicers; vſurers;1ngroſlers; - 


foreſtallers; back-birers; nor for {uch as 
for-ſweare them (clues; nor for curſlers; 
nor yet for blaſphemers.! ſate nothing 
neither of thoſe common Stewes 1n 
manie townes ; nor of rhe libertic 
which popith Pricſtes haue to keepe 
whores; nor of the impunithment of 
all ſinnes formonic , where the Pope 
hath todoo. 

It is the part therefore of all in aufto- 
ritie to mcere with theſe milchictes; 
and without delaic to puniſh offen- 


dcrs, that others maie rake heede . For VVhatcor: 


in correing they muſt haue regarde 7 


vnto theſe three thinges , cirher to a- is yſcd, 


mend him whom they punith; or to 
make others to beware of committing 
the like wickednes, by his puniſhmem; 
or finallic, that ſuch as are well giuen 
maic liue the more ſafclie , the wicked 


Ed. being 
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being cut off, - 

Little good hetherto hath beene 
doone by lawes; therefore the matter 
muſt be gon abour another waie, to 
hauc the berrer ſucceſſe . For, as the 
Apoltle ſaith , the Magiſtrate beareth 
not theſivorde for nought. Let himthen, 
when occalion ſerues , drawe out the 
ſame, let him ſtrike therewith ro the 
cutting away of {innc,and let him haue 
a care that he be not blamed for negli- 
gence in that behaltfe, that in reſpe& of 
diſcipline we be not worſe than the 
veric Ethnickes , nor giue occalion to 
the enemies of Chriſtianitie to thinke 
ill (as they doo) of the Goſpell , and of 
our profeſſion , becauſe of our life and 
ill behauiour . For what ? Can the 
Turkes bzlecuethatreligio ro be good 
whole profeſſors they ſee with their 
cics to be of all men the moſt wicked, 
and prophane ? They will obic& , and 
caſt in our teeth ſo manic whore-mai- 
ſters ſo manic ruthns and ſpend-thrifts; 
{o manic dronkards; ſo manie adulte- 


rers; ſo manicEpicures; that we maic Jt, 


be 
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be aſhamed to heare ſo much . They 
will inucigh againſt our wickednes, 
they will laic in ourdith luxuriouines; 
they wil tel ys of our lecherie, And thus 


for our behauiour ſake, both religion 


it ſelte, and Gods word isill ſpoken of; 
& as Paule ſaith, The name of God « blaſ- 
phemed among the Gentiles through vs. 
And although, to iudgerightlc here- 
of, in cucric age there hath bcene rio- 
rouſnes ; ſumptuous feaſting ; coſtlic 
dinners and ſuppers; ſurfetting; dron- 
kennes , whoredomc,adulterie,oppreſ- 
{10n,in1urie,negleCting ot well dooing, 
and other ſuch wickednes,which cuery 
man 1n his time hath found fault with- 
all,as Sexeca doth faie, and no age that 
hath beene voude of linne : yet looſenes 
of life, negle& of order and diſcipline, 
outragious wickednes,hath in rhis our 
age ſocncreaſcd, and got ſtrength: that 
it appcareth cuen Atheiſme and Epicu- 
ri/me hath innaded the lite of man, and 
as 1t were beareth dominion among 
Chriſtians; lawes take no force , luſt 


Jf> rculcthalcogerher. 


E.ij. For 
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VVickeds 


nes never 


ar ſuch 
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For theſccuils therefore it were the 
parre of magiſtrates bothe ſpirituall, 
and temporall , to finde ſome remedie, 


as they whom God hath exalted , and 
preferred by ſtrength and honor, 


Both for torule the publique weale, 
And ſubiets keepe in awe: 

And for to watch both night andaaie, 
That each line under lawe. 


That with ail ſtudic and ſeueritte, 
they cut oft wickednes ; and both che- 
rſh and defend the good, and through 
rhe tcare of punithmet terrifie the bad, 
and make them not onelie to tauour 
religion, butalſo to aduauncethe ſame 
by their well dooing. | 
| Ifaic therefore onceagaine, ler ma- 

giſtrates remember rhcir dutics : and 
what wickednes they cannot vrtrerlic 
ſupplanc,leccthem puniſh; and though 
they are not able to make men good 
(which belongeth vnto God alone: ) 
yctendeuor they withall induſtriethar 
we come not againe ynto rm, 

an 


7 
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and prooue worſe than Ethnickes , A- 
bouc all they ſhould ena and looke 
that parents bring vp their children in 
the feare of God,and from their youth 
teach them godlines, and good man- 
ners. 

And forſomuch as the well bringing 
yp ofchildren is much to the behoote 
ofa Common-weale, for there-ypon 
conliſterh the ſaferic of Citties , magi- 
ſtrates muſt haug a ſpeciall care hereof, 
and (ee thatparents doo their qdutic in 
bringing vp their children aright vnder 
correction. If this weredoone , wicked- 
nes would not take ſuch roote , as he- 
therto it hath : which otherwiſeby no 


lawes can be auorded; And whereas the Compariz 


lawes doo puniſh wickednes , and ill 


fates alreadic committed, and good © Javyes and 
ducation keepeth a man from dooing 899d edus 


anic thing woorthic puniſhment ; a- 
oaine , forſomuch as lawes reforme 
whar is dooneamiſle , but education 
quite remooucth the ſame; it plainlic 
appearcth , that this dooth more good 


+ tothe Common-weale,than lawes do. 


E.1ii. Thar 
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Thar I adde not, how they which hauc 
naughtelic beene brought vp, doo af- 
rerwardcaſt off all feare , and reucrence 
to lawes , wherebic puniſhments are 
appointed ro tranſgreflors, 

The chees And therefore it hath beene the chee- 

teſt care of feſt ſtudic of wiſe goucrnors, not with 

Maglſtrates \,har puniſhment they might affli&t 

the wicked and tranſprefſors; but how 

to bring it ro p{lle, | 5 their Subic&s 
maic commit norhing woorthie cor- 
retion. Andbecauſe they truſted it 
would be accompliſhed through rhe 

good cducarion of children from their 

youth , cither by theirParents, Mai- 

ſters, or Tutors , they tooke no ſmall 

carc abour this point, 

Bur from this digrefſion now re- *} 
turne we ynto our purpoſe, 


VV ith ths Chapter compare the twelfe 
Chapter of this booke, 


0/2 
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c The fourth cauſe whie 
men are loath to repent. 


| Fourth cauſe Proſperitie. 
Q || of procraſtina- 
J,jj ring the refor- 
mation of our 
| wicked life, 15 
wealth & proſ- 
peritie, Forit 
| maketh men. 
dronke often- 
times with (weete fortune as itwete, 
and ſo ſecure, that ſeldom they thinke 
of God, much leſle of amending their 
lines. Therefors was it well ſaide of an 
ancient wrighter : Of profperitie proſperitie 
ſpringeth proatgalitie ; and of prodi- mother of 
galitie, as all other vices , ſo eſpecial- ee: 
lie impietie againit God . And Seneca 
afirmeth that mens mindes are luld 
a ſleepe with roo much felicitie , as 
it were witha continuall dronkennes. 


6 E.iiii. Herher- 
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Hetherto pertaincth thatof Paxle vnto 


111m.6,'7 Timpthie , where he willeth him to 


Example of 


extreine {ct 


CUTITLE, 


Charge them that are rich in this world, 
tat they ve not high minded , and that 
they truſt not in vncertaine riches, bnt 


18, in the lining God,that they doo good, and 


berich in good woorkes,C*c, And if true 


it be which Publius ſfaide : Fortune 


makes him extreamelie foolish,whom she 


auonreth: then it appearcth cuidentlic, 
how proſpetiriedooth not onelic make 
men {ecure, bur 1s the mother of all 
wickednes. For hence it is, that we per- 
ceaue not the wrath of God againſt 
ſinne , which we ought continuallic to 
feare ; hence doorh drouſines fo oc- 
cupic our mindes , that we neither 
dread the vengeance of Ged, nor think 
that we ſhall eitherdic,or appere before 
tie tudgement ſeate of Chriſt. 

Our Samor in the Goſpell after Zuke, 
dooth by an cleganc fimilicude paint 
foorthas it werethis ſecutitie of wel- 
thie men; where that rich man , whoſe 
ground had broughrfoorrh frui:s plen- 
tcouſite, neuer thought of amending 


his 
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hislife , norof repentaunce, nor yer of 
helping the poore; but fixing his cogi- 
rations ypon building greater barnes, 
and of gathering his fruices into them, 


chought thus with himſelfe: 7 will ga- Luk.12,18 


ther all my fruites , and heape my goods 


together,and I will ſaie to my ſoule; Soule , 


thou ha#t much goods laide wp for manie 
yeeres, line at eaſe, eate, drinke, and take 
thy paſtime . Bur , in this ſecuritic , and 
opinion of continuall felicitic , which 
the churle conceaued in his minde, 
whar ſaith God at the lenghth ? Euen 
thus be ſaith, © foole,this night will they 
fetch awaie thy ſoule from thee. 

Thus you plainlie ſee, how the riche 
man,while he dreameth ofa {ecureand 
quier life, ofdyning , and ſupping, and 
faringdeliciouſlie, 8 liuing delicarclic; 
while he thinketh all was well , Sudden 
adeſtruttion came wvpon him , as Paule 
dooth ſaie . Theretorethe holie Scrip- 
ture biddeth vs to YY atch continnuallie, 
and euermore to be readic againſt the 
comming of the Lord . A pgoodlie ad- 


monition, did we ſet therebie . Burt as 
It 
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I9. 


20, 


Ihe fonrth Cane. if 


lam.j,1; 


itfell out in the timz of Noe, VV hen 4s 
they did eate & drinke, marrie and were 
married, ſoupon the ſudden were taken 
all awaie by the flzod. And as-they all 
ſuddcnlic were deſtroied with fire from 
hcauen , when LZot was departed from 
among the Sodomits : ſo eneric mans 
laſt daic of life commeth vpon him 
vnawatres , when he looketh nor 
therefore, 

When S, Tames would driucawaic 
this ſecuritie from rich aad fortunate 
men,whar ſaith he? Go to now yee rich 
men,laith he, weepe and houle ,for your 
miſeries that shall come 2pon you . Tour 
richesare corrupts, andyour garments are 
motb-eaten. Tour golde and ſiluer is 
cankred . Tee haue lined in pleaſure on 
the earth , and in wantonnes. Teehaue 
nourighed your harts , as in 4 daie of 


ſlaughter. 
Lakisig Here call into thy minde that rich 
| man inthe Goſpell, whoafter his de- 


light in wearing purple , and fine linen, 


and in faring well and delicatelie euerie 
aaie,bcingdead,tsnow in hell tormen- 


red, 
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ted , For wealth , pleaſure, and ouer- 
much proſperitie would not ſuffer 
him co thinke ofamending his lite. 

Hetherto maketh that of our Saui- 
ourin Matthewe : A rich man 5hall 
hardlie enter into the kingdome of hea- 
wen: and, It i eaſier for a camell to goe 
through the eye of a needle , thenfor a 
rich man to enter into the kingdome of 
God.Our Sauiour,as Marke rcecordeth, 
expounding the ſame , dooth faic, 
Children , how hard is it for them that 
truit in riches , to enter into the kine- 
dome of God: It maketh alſo to this pur- 
poſe , that Chriſt calleth riches and 
pleaſure of rhislife , thornes, which 
choake the ſeede of the worde , and make 
it unfrutefull, 


fourth Cauſe. 


This then is the cauſe, why God vvhy God 
ſometime ſendeth aduerſitig,and, as he ſendeth af = 
faith , chaſteneth whom he loueth, þ,., , as 


namelic that they mate thake off ſecu- 
ritic,and both be ſtirred yp to feare and 
call ypon God , whom oftentimes in 
proſperitic they forget; 8 bealſo com. 


pelled to confeiſe their finng; to repenr, 
and 
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and to thirſte afrerheauenliethinges, 
 deſpiſing earthlie, For in them which 
haue the world at will , there dooth 
raigne a maruelous ſecuritic, which is 
nombred among the deadlic offences; 
and their mindes be inuaded with ſloth 
and careleſnes , and with a certaine 
nummednes and ſenceleſnes, whereby 
they negle& heaucnly things ; finallic 
idlenes, faintnes,rechleſnes,vnwildenes 
ſleepines , and if you will haue it ſo, 
(for by all theſe names I ſee I cannor 
ſufticientlie expreſle what 1 thinke ) 
drowlines taketh them in ſuch ſorre, 
that they haue no minde to doo well, 
nor toliuehoneſtlie, Such is the great- 
nes of rhis vice. 

The Scripture alſo ſhowerh, that 
proſperitic makerh men notonelic ſe- 
cure , bur blinde alſo, and vngodlie 
manic-times : which madecMoſes to 
ſaic: /V hen he waxed fat he ſpurned with 
his heele- thou art fat thou art groſe., thou 
art laden with fatnes : therefore he for- 
fooke Grd that made him, and regarded 
not the ſtrong God of his ſaluation. They 
prouoked 


3 
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rouoked him with ſſraunge gods, and ſo 

foorth. This made Danid,hauing ouer- - __ _ 

Peg auid a ſe= 

come his enimies on all {1des, when he curcfinnes; 

was quiet, and thoughtall things well, 

not onlic to fall irito adulterie: bur alſo 

ro defile himſclfe with the murder of 

an innocentman. And he, who 1n the 

perſccution of Saule behaucd himſfelte 

well , in proſperitic prooned wicked. 

So greatlic hath heto looke that he fall 

not, which thinketh he dooth ſtande. 

Yea after he had committed thoſe 

ſinnes, how ſecure was he for along 

{pace ? For , though there hung no 

daunger ouer his head , forſomuch as 

God is mercifull,he went as well as the 

beſt vnto the tabernacle , he kept the 

Sabaoth and other holie daies; he was 

at ſacrifices making, and offered gifres; 

to be breefe, his minde was without 

care, But , when God by the Propher 

Nathan denounced vengeance, andpu- State of 

niſhment, and ſtroke him with feare yc,;cen 

and terror,then at the length comming perſon. 

againe ynto himſelfe, he conſidererh 

what hc had committed , and m_ 

rnc 
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the greenouſnes of the ſinne,and ther- 
foreconccaueth much ſorowe through 
the remembraunce thereof,and plaine- 
he confelſſeth his offence , and humblie 
craucth pardon of God, and delircth ro 
be waſhed from his finne. to beclenſed 
from his wickednes , to hane the filth 
of his yncleanes wiped awate : yea, he 
neither refuſeth reuengement , which 
God had thrcatened ; nor praieth 9 
eſcape thepunithment , w hich he had 
deſerucd. 

Would to God the like ſecuritic were 
not in ys,who for the moſte parte liue 
ſo without care, as if all were well; we 
neither confelle our finnes , nor yet 
fearerhe ſharpeindgement,and hcanie 
hande of God againſt wickednes . So 
farrebewe, from weeping fo aboundant- 
lie , as we haue greenonſlie tranſareſſed, 
as that holic Martyr ot C brit Cyprian 
dooth ſaie. 

But torerurne vnto our matter, and 
to conclude in fewe words: No man 
can beſ{aucd,but they whoſe finnes be 
forgiuen, And no mans {innes be tor- 
g1ucn, 


'F 
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. giuen,cxcept he aſke forgiueneſle, No 
} man dooth al ke forgiuencs , but he 
, who delireth rocome info Gods fauor 
l againc. And no man defirech that from 
his hart , volcfſe he be touched with a 


ſenſe and feeling of his wickednes, 
Andno man is ſoric for his wicked- 
neſle, bur he that confeſleth them, and 
perccauerh the wrath of God againſt 
'F {mne. Bur this dooth nota ſecure man, 
for he is touched with no care of his 
faluation . Hee to whom all things 
fall our proſperouſlie,& is(as hefſaith) 
dronken with (weete fortune, 1s ſuch a 
_ perſon. Therctore itis euident, thar 
wealth and proſperitie is a cauſe, 
that men haue no care of a- 
yd mevding their manners. 
A remedie for this cauſe reade after- 
ward in the thirteenth Chapter 


of this booke. 
{ ap. 
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{&+ A fift cauſe why man 


will not repent. 
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-=1 Fift cauſe of 


deterring the 
amending of 
our manney 
fromday vnto-. 
daic , is hope 


ro live long. 


| For, although 


none , nonot 


the yong man isaſſurcd, as hein Cicero 
ſaith,that heſhallliue varill night: yer 
thereisnoneſ{oold , but hethinketh 
he may liucone yeere mo , The Poet 
bringerthoutan old man , cxclaiming, 
on this wiſe: Can ye wichmebeeing an 
old man 6 5. yeeres of age, in mine old 
dates to become a married man , and to 
take an old doting woman to wife? 
Burt now in theſe dates mcnwell 


nigh | 
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nigh cightie yeeres of age doo marrie 
yong gurles {carſe fifteene yeerecs old. 
So that they are of opinion that they 
may liueas long as luſtie yong men , 
as it plainlic appeareth, 

Some perhaps will thinke irfollic 
and madnes for old men to become 
wooers : neither will we reaſon for, or 
againſt them : this onelic I note, that 

y ſuch as at that age take virgins to 
«wiues, notwithſtanding they are old 
8 dore;, yet arc they lead with a vaine 
hope of yndoubrcd long lite, Sothat 
this hope is thecauſe , why no man 
well nigh will carneſtlic thinkeeither 
of amendment, or ofan accomprt to be 
pour vnto the hieſt judge of his life - 
pent, 

Euecrie man deferreth, and , as much 
as in him licth , purs off ſo profitable 
and neceſſaric a matter. I am afraide 
the yerie Heathen hereafter in the laſt 
iudgement will Jaic in our diſh, this 
cxtreame negligence, in that cither at 
no time, or not carneſtlicenough , we 


thinke of reforming our manners, and 
F.i. amcn- 
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amending our life , VVhereas many 
Heathen vſcd continually, before they 
gaue them-ſclues to ſleepeat night , to 
waigh with them-ſclues , according to 
Pythagoras precept , what thing - 
had done, cither well or ill. V Vhich 
thing , Yireil , ſpeaking of a good and 
wiſe man,cxpreſled on this wile : 

He dooth not turne his etes to take, 
the ſweete and wiched ſleepe: 

Till what he did the daie before, 
he waies withmotions deepe 

Of minde : what did I pretermit ? 
what did 1 in due time 

Thinkes he? what not? unſeemelie this 
onwiſelie that ſame crime | 

FT hie haue I done? what ouer ſlipt? 
in fonae opinion 

Haue I ftoode ? or helpt the poore, 
and wisht my deede undone? 

Or would I ourht, which I should not? 
whie, wretch, did 1 delight 

In gaine,more then in godlines? 
by worae,or eke by ſight, 

Haue I offended anie man? 
why to my nature vaine - 


A > 
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- Doo 1 obeie? and reaſons lore 
wvhy doo I ſo diſdaine ? 
Thus pondring all things in his minde, 
om morning vntill night, 
FF hich he hathfaide or done forthwith 
he taketh much delight 
Of deing well; anapraiſeth all 
uhichuntovertue tend : 
But wuhat he wwirlie feide or did, 
doth much his minde offend. 


Seneca likewiſe ſpeaketh ſomewhat 
concerning this cuſtome, which I can 
notchuſe but mention . He rheretore 
in acerraine puace, ſpeaking of calling 
the minde eucrie day vnto an accompr, 


ſaith as followeth : Tt was Sextius Sextius, 


woont euerie night when he went vnto 
bed,to aske his mind, VV hat vice of thine 
ha#t thon reformed) vuhat tentation haſt 
thou reſted > wherin art thou the better? 
And ſtraightway; 77 hat goodlier thing 
the after this forme to examine the whole 
daie » Oh howv quiet , hovv ſound, and 
how (fee is the ſleepe wuhich followeth af- 
ter the examination of mans time ſpent! 

Fai. n 
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when the minae is either commended for 
dooing well; or warned to beware of wic- 
kednes , and man wilbe his owne watch- 
man , and like a ſeuere Cenſor , bring his 
owne life into queſtion? This power doo 
1 wſe,and debate the matter with my ſelfe 


from date to daie. VV hen the cadle « out, 


I faſt the whole daie , and meaſure all my 
deedes and ſayings . 1 neither doo hide 
anie thing fro my ſelfe,nor ouer-paſſe anie 
thing inſulence. VV hy should 1 fearc anie 
of my faults , ſith I may ſaie,looke you doo 


Jonomore , for this time I forgiue thee. 


At ſuch a deputation you were too fierce, 


' doo not hencefoorth encounter with the 


wnskilfull . You looke of ſuch a man too 
boldlie , and therebie you did not amend 
him but offend him. Looke hereafter not 
onlie that what my be true, but al- 


ſo that whome you aoo rebuke , will pati- 


entlie heare the trueth when it is tolde 
hmm.T his and much mo thinges to this 
purpoſe ſpeaketh Seneca, which would 
to God we would fixe in our mindes, 
and followe : yea, and acquaint our 
children with this godlic cuſtome, For 


_ did 


Caps. 
did we ſo doubtles , cither T am much 
deceaued, or we ſhould ſtudie toliue 
more aunſwerable to our Chriſtian 
profeſsion,thanwe doo. 

Bur what doo we knowe ? we feaſt 
merrelic togerher , we furniſhe our 
boordes with moſt daintiediſhes: yea, 
weſpend notthedateonlic in tee 
bur the whole night alſo in riotouſnes; 
(and what horrible vices of all ſortes 
rend vpon that kinde of hfe , weall 
knowe ) and before willinglie we giue 
ouer, drinke oucrcommeth vs , and {o 
wegoedrunke to bed (wharfaicI we 
go? ) naie, manie times, becauſe we can 
neither ſtand ſtedelie,nor go bur totte- 
ringlic,weare lead : and manie times 
plucked from the boord , and laide in 
bed , where we'lie buried as inagraue, 
(for I cannot otherwiſe beter expres 
the ſame ) ouerwhelmed with wine, 
and leepe, and this is adailic cuſtome, 
Scarce once ina yeere,doo weenter in- 
ro an accoumpt with our (clues of our 
life miſpent, and aske mercic for our 
offences ; {ildome iris that we purpoſe 
F.iij. WW 
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to come againe into Godsfauor. And 
when wedoo fo, litle too we minde to 
continue in thofe thinges which we 
haueſetdowne : ſo farrebe we from 
examining our conſciences before we 
gotorcſt, and fromconſidering how 
we oughtto liugzor with ſobs & teares, 
and ſtriking our breaſts,proſtrate ypon 
the ground , from asking forgiuenes 
ofthe Lord; from yowinga new life, 
and from endeuoring to abide and per- 
fiſt in that minde and purpoſe to liue 
well. 

Yet fora!l this we are not atraide, in 
ſuch a curſed ſtate of lite to ſleepe , and 
ro ſnort too in ſecuritie ; wherein if 
ſudden death ſhould ſtrike vs ( as no 
man 1s ſure that he ſhall riſe in the 
morning,when he goeth vnto bed) we 
are vtterlie damned, and caſt awaic. 
Bur litledoo we thinke of theſe things, 
ſo greatlic doo we flatter. our ſelues, 
through a vaine hope of longer life. 
Now for ſo much as commonlie we 
ſee, many are deccaued through ſnch 
hope ; how childith be we , nate, how 

mad 
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mad rather , which thinke our ſelues, 
by a ſpeciall priuiledge,cxcmpred from 
< number of ſuch? 
Reade the foureteenth Chapter of this 
booke , for the remedie againſt 
this cauſe. 


( 4p.7- 
« A ſixt caule which alie- 
nateth mens minaes fromrepentance. 


Here is an 0- 
ther cauſe , 
whie manie, 
\1{ vnder the do. 
*/|| minion of the 
Pope, eſpeci- 
allie, ſuch as 
= are welrthic 8 
rich , doo put off their amendement 
fromdaie to daie. And that is notonlic 
the truſt of remiſsion of their ſinnes, þ 
which they reccaueby the Popes Buls, OP, 
and Pardons; but alſoa yaine and falſe 
: F.iiij. hope 
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hope of deliverance fromthe paines of 


Purgatorie , by annuarie ſacrifices, fc 
& malles,and by the praiers of Monks at 
and Friers ; asalſo by the almes and tC 
good deedes of their friendes aliue, as Ql 
by faſting , praying, watching, wande- m 
ring in Pilgrimage,and ſuch like . For of 
ſome not onlicaffirme, that rhe {2a m 
pardons arc of power to obtaine for- be 
giuenes offinne z andarenotatſhamed w 
/ ro ſtand in it, that moneie 1s no ſooner CO 
throwne intotheir offcring baſen , bur mm 
toorthwith a ſouleflieth out of purga- be 
rorie into heauen : bur alſo are perſwa- ch 
ded, that by other folkes merites and ſa 
workes, the deadare holpen , which lie 
thing Hillarie writing vpon Matthew, pa 
doth denie , And Hierome agrecing fir 
with him, ascuen in the Canon lawe lat 


he iscired , ſaith : 1» this preſent world kay 
we mae helpe each other , either by prat- nu 


ers or councell : but when we shall appeare no 
before the indgement ſeate of Chri#t , he Pa 
affirmeth that euerie man muſt beare his rin 
owne burthen.To be short as death it ſelfe do 
findeth a man,ſo God indgeth him. ſur 


W hat 
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V Vharan horrible ſecurities it ther- 
fore-, to liue in ſinne and wickednes, 
and neger to'thinkethereof! werethey 
couched withany care of theirſaluati- 
an,they doubrles would obſerue ſome 
meancin {inning,and{cuermore thinke 
of the laſt daic of their lite. As,to open 
my minde by particulers , he which 
beareth hatred againſt his neighbour, 
; would be reconciled, according to the 
comaundement in the Goſpel; 7 / hoye- 
' mongers,and adulterers, would remem- 
ber that God will iudge them, as the Au- 
chor ofthe Epiſtleto the Hebrues doth 
ſaie; Murderers ;” and /orcerers ,and all 
liers , would ncuer forget, how their 
part is in the lake , which burneth with 
fireand brim/tone , as Toby in theReuc- 
larion writeth ; Conetous perſons, dron- 
kardes, and railers , would beare conti- 
nuallic in remembrance, that they shall 
not inherite the kingdome of God , as 
Paule writing not onlic vnro the Co- 
rinthians , but alſo ynto the Epheſians, 
dooth teſtific ; Rich men would be 


ſure to hauc in minde,that our ſauiour 
ſaith, 


The ſoet Caue. 
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faith, How hard a thing u« it for them 
that truſt in riches zo enter into the king- 
dome of God? Finallic,cach of vs wauld 
be mindfull of that everlaZing and vn- 
quenchable fire , which Chriſt in, the 
Gofpcl threatcncth to the wicked, and 
their fellowe-finners; and cueric man 
for his part would feare thoſe wordes 
vnto the fooliſh virgins, 7 know ye not; 
thoſe alſo vnto that idle ſeruaunr,CaF# 
that wnprofitable ſeruaunt into wtter 
darknes:there shalbe weeping and gnash- 
ine of teeth; and thoſe roo, of him 
which lacked the wedding garment, 
Binae him hand & foote;take him awate, 
and caſt himinto viter darknes; and to 
be briefe, thatynro the wicked , Depart 
from me ye curſed into enerlaiting fire. 

Oh too too obſtinate arethey whom 


theſe thinges doonot moue 3 plainlic 


Epicures, which belecue them not ; ex- 
rremelic wicked, which cotemne them; 
verie mad men, and ynmindfull of fal- 
uation, which regard them not . Such 
are they , which by purchaſed par- 
dons , doo thinke they hauc gor liber- 
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tic , and freedome to commit wic- 
kednes , and through this vaine per- 
(waſfion driuc off to amend from daic 
to date. | 

 Anothercauſeofdeferringand pro- 
longing repentaunce is, forthat manie 
are per{ſwaded, if they maieworſhipS. 


Barbara, they ſhall ncuer dic _ 
tent ,, and without recceiuing the holic 


* Communion. For this ſuperſtition of 


the worſhipping of Barbars, hath poſ- 
ſelled the mindes of all worldlinges, 
where the Pope hath rodoo,And — 
forea faſt is conſecrated to her cucric 
ycereto be kept : and Painters haue ſer 
her forth inthe likenes of one holding 
a cup,and holic bread in her hand. 
Furthermore, manic haue a great 
care,and long a foredoo prouide, that 
when the houre of their j 212 ſhall ap- 
proche,they may be adopted into Saint 
Francs familic , and buricd when they 
are dead, in the habitof a Franciſcane. 
For this opinion is rooted in all their 
mindes, that the duel hath no power 
yponthem,which can attaine thereun- 
0: 
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S. Barbara. 
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to: inaſmuch as the Monkes doo im- 

vpon them, together with their 
Fabir, all che merites and good workes 
of their whole order,as namely Maſles, 
Church ſeruice , praiers , preachinges, 
meditations, faſtinges, abſtinence, vi- 
gils,pilgrimages, and ſuch like For 
' Monkes ny , leauing alwaics that 
whichis ſufficient vnto ſaluation., if a- 
ny thing happelie doo remaine,and be 
ſuperfluous, as lightlie there is , thar 
they communicate with other , not 
Gratis , but for moneie . So that, as I 
haue ſaide , thisalſo is acauſe , why 
men ,that hauc bought the good deeds 
of Monkes , and the communion of 
godlic mcrites , at no timedoo thinke 
_ofamending thcir life. 

Bur in this place it isncedeles to re- 
fell,cicher this manifeſt error of popiſh 
pardons; or the doting {ſuperſtition of 
- worſhipping Saints; or this wicked 0- 
pinion which manichauec of commu- 
cating merites ; eſpeciallic , becauſe 
both others haue done it before now, 
& wecalſo in many places ere this, haue 
often - 
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oftentimes confured them. 


A remedie for this cauſe, reade after- 
ward in the ffteenth Chapter. 


(,ap.8. | | 
* | « Ofotherlike principall 


= | cauſes whie we repent not. 


OOO RG oY 0-2 


s RA; Hus you hauc 
Al as I thinke, the 
F>\| chicfeſt cauſes 
whie we neg- 
le&, and. pro- 
YI} longtheamed- 
Ay ment of our 
— life . There be 
alſo other cauſes hereof , but they are 
infcrior cauſes, as vſuall living, compa- | 
nic,and dealing with the yngodlie and | 
wicked , which are touched with no VVicked . 
feare of God, much leſſe doopurſue *TFe | 
godlines, or line purelic and innocent- 
lic . They who bas any care of their 
| Si ſalua- | 
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faluatio, muſt with all endeuor auoide 
the companie, and familiaritie of ſuch 
men. For, trulic was it ſaide, 1/{wordes 
corrupt good manners. Andan auncicnt 
Greeke writer ſaith , 1n liuing with 
the wicked, thou wilt prone wicked. 

Here I would haue Parentes to re- 
member , that they are to vſe great dil 
ligence, in keeping their children from 


e companic, and familiaritic of the 


wicked; and in marking what youth, 
& of what conuerſation they be,which 
are ioinced to them in much familiari- 
tie,orthat liue together with them ; or 
finallie, which doo ſeeke their compa- 
nie . Forſuchisaman, forthe moſt 
part, as1s the companie which he y- 
ſeth . Andſurelic , well was it (aide of 
one, He that towcheth pitch,shalbe defiled 
with it. 

But heare whatan aduerſaric of ours 
doth ſaic : YVetake our manners from 
fuch as we compante withall. 4nd as ſome 
diſeaſes come to the bodie , and infeit 
them which touch it : ſo the vices of the 


minde pollute them which are next . The 
| aron- 


Caps, fr 
dronkard draweth his familiars unto the 
loue of wine . The companie of laſciuious, 
doo effeminate enen the ſtrongeit man. 


Conetouſnes ſpueth foorth her poiſon wp- 


pon her companie . Suchis the force of 


wvertue , and of the vertuous on the other 


ſide : and (o foorth. 


He therefore that deſireth to liue 
godlic , holilic ,and to keepe him ſelfe 
pure, and whole from all infe&ion of 
wickednes , which eucrie Chriſtian 
ſhould defireto doo , muſt flic and a- 
uoide the companic of the wicked. 
For they which addi& rthem-ſclues 
wholic to keepe companie with ſuch, 
and abide with them from daie to 
daic , making merric , fcaſting , cating 
and drinking rogether contnuallie; 
they fildome or neuer will thinke of 
amending ther lite, neither can they be 
driven caſilic from rheir pleaſaunr fel- 
lowſhip. 

So that although they frequergodlie 
Sermos, are admoniſhed by good-men 
in authoritiqyca,and them-ſclues too, 
through 
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through the fearc of Gods indignati- 
on , doo dclire to reforme their man- 
ners,and that carneſtlie : yer, I knowe 
not how , they driuc oft from daic to 
daic,and can neither ynfcinedlierepent, 
nor at any time come home againe. 
In the meane while, when they litle 
thinke thereof , ſudden death many 
times ſtniketh them vnawares . For, as 
cucric man is ſure todie : ſothehoure 4M } 
of death is vncertaine. And therefore 
weare willed 1n the ſcripture to watch, 
and to be readic againſt the laſt daic 
of life » Hetherto maketh that of our 
Sauiour in Z#kewhere he ſaith, Be yee 

Luke.14. prepared therefore : for the ſonne of 

| 409. man willcome inan heure, when 

yee thinke not. ll - 


Reade the ſixteenth Chapter of 
this booke. 
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51] Here: is an- 
NJ} orher-- cauſe, - 
why'many. of 
MM the common 
ople do pro- 
ong and dc- 
ferce the cor- 
: | reftio of their 
hfe. Forthere be ſome,and thoſe yeric 
zclous too, for we maienot tainke 0- 
therwiſe, yet not circumſpe& enough 
> inthis point , which 1n their Sermons 
laic open the mercic of God,the remiſ- 
ſion of ſinnes , and ſuch other thinges 
rending vnro ourredemptio, they vrge 
full zelouſlte: but of newnes of life in 
Chriſt, of holines, and quickening of 
the holie ſpirit , they ſpeake exther no- 
thing wat or verielitle , For, accor- 


ding to the doQrineof Pele, he that 
Gj. would 
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would be counted a Chriſtia , muſt dze 
to ſine, liue to righteouſnes , caſt off the 
olde man vvith all his wuorkes, and put 
on the newe,and ſo walke,liue,& prouc 
worthy the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Againe , God giuerh the holie ſpirit 
ro ſuch as beleeue and call ypon him, 
which maiec raiſenew motions in the 
hearr,and as 1t were regenerate the will 
of man, anddriuc him vnto all duries 
of godlines, and toall vertues ſecmelic 
for a Chriſtian ; and finallic, roa life 
aunſwerable and agrecing to the pro- 
fellionof the Goſpell . Of which we 
haue ſpoken ar large inan other place. 

Oh how much are the mindes of 
ſimple pcople offtended by theſe and 
ſuch like ſpeeches ! Berhou, ſaicrhey, 
an adulterer, a fornicator, a couctous 
perſon , ordefiled with any other vice 
or wickednes; belecuconlie, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, As for the lawe , thou 
ncedeſt not feare it : for Chriſt hath 
fulfilled the lawe , and (atiſhed for the 
ſinnes of mankinde , Theſe wordes 
without peraducnture, doo much of- 
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fend © 


- 
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fend the cares of the godlie, and open 
gap to the commicung of wickednes, 
and area cauſe that men doo nor think 
of amending their manners, bur perſe- 
ucre obſtinatelie 1n vice and wickednes; 


| yea,andto ſaie thetruth, animate ſuch 


aSarc ill benr ynto all impicric,and,as I 
maie ſaic, cut off all occaſion of repen- 
raUunce. 


How much better did Paxle,who,as Preaching 
Like in the 47es recordeth,did not on- * ©: 


ly preach yntq Felzx,and ro Drills his 


wife, the faith which is in Chriſt; bus 
diſputed alſa of righteouſnes , and tem- 


prrannce , and of the indgement to come, 


in ſo much that Felix trembled therar. 


Yea ,andrbe ſame Pawle againe in the 
>  Adtes witneſleth , how that he ſhewed 


ynto the Gentiles , not onlic that they 
should repent , and turne to God; but 
ouecr and belides , doo vvorkes woorthie 
amendment of life. +{I67 

Thus yow haue the cauſes ina man- 
ner , why we are wont to prolong , and 
deterre the correftion of our life, Now 
doo wepurpoſc toſhew what remedie 
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maicbe found for this miſchicfe, all be 
in part we haucit alrcadie. 


The ſeuenteenth Chapter of this booke , i 
tobe read for remedie of this caſe. 


( 4p.10. 


« A remedie againſt in- 
credulitie , which s the fir cauſe why © 
- mandothnotrepemt . Of which 

| afore Chapter ſecond. 


. 


[REG | Gainſtthis in- 

W= oþ 5 4 ondulicy rher- 
fore-of ours, 
Judgement to 
come'' , the 
paines of rhe 
wicked 5 and 


IRS (Sz 5, 
|| RZ 


immorrall happines ofthe godlic, the 
authofiticof God our Eord and ſaui- 
out Chriſt (ynles we had rather tobe 
counted , than indeede be Chriſtians) 
will preuaile outof doubt, if we re- 
| member, 
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member, and ſet, as it wete, before the 
cics of our minde,thoſe ayings which 
are contained in the balieſcripture co+ 
ccrning this matter. Asthatis(ofmany 
to recitea few)in th frer Iobu 
The houre shull come ſaith he,in the which 
all that are in the granes shall heare his 
voice . Andthey shall come foorth that 
haue done good , unto the reſurrettion of 
life: but they that haue done exillontothe 
reſurrettion of condemnation, ec. A» 
gaine heſaith, This & the will of him that 
ſent me; that enerie one which hath the 
Sonne ,and beleeueth in him, chall hae. e+ 
uerlaſting life * and I will raiſe him at 
the Lib dete: Furchermore,in the Goſ- 
pel after Matthew ; ſpeaking of the laſt 


1udgement, among other hinges, our 


ſauiour rellerh of the ſentence he will 
pronofice ypon the godlic on this wiſe: 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father , inherit yee 
the kingdome prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world, Andon the o- 
ther ſide of the wicked, he ſaith; Depert 
from me yee curſed into euerlafting fire, 
which i prepared for the Diuell and his 


G1. An- 
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Angets . Andalitleafter : And they shall 
Loe into exerlaſting paine , and the righ- 
teoms into life eternall, © 

Ohorible ſentence of the Tudge con- 
demning the wicked yato eucrlaſting 
fire! Now,if the fearcof carthly Iudges 
doo aftoniſh malefaQors; how ſhould 
they ſtand in feare of the celeſtiall 
Judgetor how ſhould their gilty coſci- 
ence terrific them? It thouart ſoafraid 
ofthe Iudge in this world, from whom 
notwithſtanding thou maiſt appcalc; 
how much .more oughtcſt thou to 
ſand indreadof that Iudge, to whoſe 
verdi& thou muſt ſtand ? 

Depart from we, yee curſed, he ſaith. 
How horrible then wil it be, from God 
him-ſelfe, who is the ſoucreigne, and 
excellet happines,to be ſeperated; from 
the followthip of the rightcous , and 
holic ſpirites to be debarred; ro be ex- 
cluded from the eternall bleſſednes of 
the coleſtiall kingdome, which is ſuch 
and ſo great , that neither wordes can 
expreſſe; nor the minde comprehend ; 
norall the cogitationsof man __ 
the 
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the ſame : andnoronlicſo , butto be 
ſcat ynto extreame tormentes in hell, 
and condemned ynto cuerlaſting fire, 
the heate whereof is ſo extreame , that 
our fire in compariſon thereof is but 
ice, andſo continue worldes without 
cnd among thediuels,yoide of all hope 
of betrer ſtate . | 

What? thinke you, that men would 
live ſo wretchedlic as they doo, if they 
remembred theſe things ? Bur they re- 
member not what Peter in the Ades 
of the Apoſtles witneſſcth, that Chriſt 
s ordeined of God a1 wdge of quicke and 
dead ; whereof Pauleinhke ſort ynto 
Timothie maketh mention. Againe,yn- 
to the Corinthians, he ſaith, For we muſt 
all appeare before the iudgement ſeate of 
Chriit , that exerie man maie receaue the 
thinges which are done in the bodie , ac- 
Joe to that he hath done , whether it 
be good or ewill. Jawhich indgement,as 
of ficth the ſame Pazle , He will ligh- 
ten thinges that are done in darknes,and 
make the councels of the heart manifeſt, 
ſo that all men ſhall behold the ſame. 
G.i1, The 
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The which how horrible it will be to 
the wicked, no man can ſufficientlie ci- 
ther tell,or conccaue, 

For, if in this life , a wicked man, 
whoſe wicked and ſhamefull yices and 
wickednes are to be ripped vp, and re- 

ted inthe face of a great multitude 
of men, would wiſhrather to be ſwal- 
lowed vp of the earth aliue, then haue 
ſo many witneſles of filthie life to ap- 
peare in ſight : how thinke yee our 


mindes ſhalbetroubled,when the harrs _ 
of the wicked ſhalbe opened , andall 


our cogirations,councels,and doinges, 
brought before the ſight of the whole 
world,of the Angels of God, and of all 


the Saints in heauen? If here wedeeme 


it a miſerable and wretched thing tobe 


led vntopriſon; how miſerable will ir 
then ſeeme, to bethrowen into cuerla- 
ſtingtormenres? If itbe horribleto be 
puniſhedin this world, cither with ba- 
niſhment, ordeath ; what will it be 
hereafter to be baniſhed worldes with- 
outend, from theceleſtiall kingdome; 
-and body and ſoule to be put to cuer- 
laſting 
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laſting death? If irbe moſt comfor- 
table tor the godlie, to heare God bid- 
ding them to inherite the kingdomepre- 
pared for themfrom the foundation of the 
world : how horrible doo wethinke 
that theſcntence of the Iudge will be to 
the wicked, condemning them wnto e- 
werlaſting fire prepared for the Diuell and 
his Angels? 1t we belecue theſe thinges 
Fl} of thetudgement to come , of the re- 
ward of the godlic, and due puniſhmer 
of thewicked, are true : why doo we 
ſo live, as though there were neither 
heauen nor hell ?-If wedoonot belecue 
theſethinges , why will we needes be 
called and counted Chriſtians? _ 
Let ys therefore ſhake off ſecuritic, 
| - which poſſeſſeth our mindes, rogether 
with that ſluggiſhnes, cowardnes, and 
blockiſhnes, and drouſines which haue 
inuaded ys. Weargue not about niffes: 
but abour the ſaluatis of the ſoule, the 
poſſeſſion of thekingdome of heauen, 
about eucrlaſting lifeand bleſſednes. 
VV herforc now [ faie, now white we 
line, andarein health; while we maic 


be 
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be forgiuen; while he is our aduocare, 
which will be our Iudge,let vs cndeuor 
to amend our liues : andneuer deferre 
we the ſame till our ſinnes forſake vs, 
before we forlake them. Ler vs alwaics 
remember the daic of iudgement , and 
the horrible voice of the ludge , bid- 
ding the wicked depart from him; alſo 
the paines of hell, and the eucrlaſting 
fireler vs neuer forget . Finallic , let 
theſhortnesof our life , the certaintic 
of death ,. rhe yncertaintic when we 
ſhall depart becucrmore in minde : to 
the ende that no man maic promiſe 
him ſelfe ſo much as one daic, no not 
one moment of life . Towhich cffc& 
it was well faideof Seneca : It i wncer- 
$4ine in what place death will waite for 
thee ; therefore maite thou for deathin al 

places . And thereforethe more yncer. 
taine, and ſhort mans life is : the 
more,while we maie, wearc to 


thinke of repentance. 
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« A remedie for the ſe- 

Fond cauſe, whie we repent not , mentio- 


ned afore inthe third Chapter. 


——— ————_— 


2 Or ( to faic 


fk ſome-what a- 
ſl! FF, SS | gainſt the (e- 
al - cond cauſe ) 
why thouldeſt 
thou defer rhe 
VS || amendment of 
I thy life, in truſt 
and hope of Gods mercie ? 1 graunt, - 
Chriſt when he came , called inners, 
bur , vnto repentance for their life mi 
t,not ynto liberticto ſinne. 
The Lord gratioullic (as heis ow 
full)dorh forgive but ſuch as 
not them which obſtinatlic p 
wickednes, 
Chri#t bare our ſinnes in hu bodie on 
the tree, ſaith Peter . I know he did: 
but what addeth he > That we being de- 


lizered is fin, showld line in righteoufnes. 
Chri# 
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Chrift gaue himſelfefor vs,ſaith Paale 
vnto Titus, No man denieth that : bur 
what followeth in the ſameplace?That 
he might redeeme vs from all iniquitie, 
anapurge vs tobe apeculiar —_ unto 
himſelfe,Zealous of good workes. 

Chri#t hath washed vs from onr ſinnes 
through bg blood , ſaith Toby in the Re- 
xelation . I knowledge 1t: but not that 
we ſhould againedefile our {clues with 
{inne and wickednes, 

Vye haue an aduocate with God the 
Father,(aith Tohn,cuen Teſus Chriſt: Not 
vnles we repent, and ſorun ynto him 
for helpe. JH 

But you vvill faie, I vyill hereafter 
bewaile my {inne_ . But how knoweft 
thou , thatthou ſhalt live one minure 
of an houre; much leſfeſo longa time 
as thou vyvilt prefixe for thy conuer(i- 
on? Callintothy minde, vyhat God, 
vnto that Rich-man in the Goſpell, 
vvhich in his great proſperitic promi- 
ſed long life rohim-ſelfe, doth ſaie; 0 
foole , this night will they fetch awaie thy 
{oule from thee . Thou haſt much to 


feare, 
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feare,leaſt thelike happen to thy ſelfe. 

'T hope thou ſaicſt) it willbeberrer 
yvich mochcnſo., But vyhar if your 
hope dectaue your? Then maic ſome 
one-exclame andſaic, O yaincand de- 
ceirfull hope ! Now if that thould 
come to paſſe. (yvhich God forbid) 
thou art vtrerlie damned, and volunta- 
rilie throweſt thy felfe intocuerlaſting 
deſtrution . Yet you can not denic, 
bur it maie fall out ſo, our life is ſo yn- 
certaine , Then yyhatafollie is it, by 
procraſtinating reperance,ro bring thy 
ſaluation in hazard,vvhich thou maiſt 
be ſure of, repent thou neuer ſoſoone? 
VVhy then foorth-with doſt thou nor 
boncr X rather then vvithſuch daun- 
= of th y aluation, to teade thy vainc 


di is miereifull” me -thinkes you 
ſaie . Sois he rightcoust00 . VVhy 
then ſtandeſt ;thou nor in fcare of his 
iuſtice, yyhoſe mercic thou dolt truſt 
VntOO? 

1 deſire not the death of the wicked, 


ſaith the Lord by thcProphet . hae 
bur 


G o n E je _ 
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bur what followerh thoſe wordes ? But 
that the wicked man tarne fromhs waie, 
andline . Therefore turne youwuntothe 
Lord (as Toel adhonteth ) with all your 


heart , and with fatting and withmee- 


ping , and with mourning - . Turne you 
wnto the Lord your God , for he is gra- 
tious. , and merciful , ſlowe to anger, 
and of great kindnes; as the ſame 1oel 
ſpeaketh , Hertherro maketh that of 
Erechiel , If the wicked man will re- 
rurne from all bus ſinnes that be hath 
committed , and keepe all my ſtatutes, 
and doo that which is lawful and right, 
he hull ſarelie line , and shall not die, 
Anda litle after , Haxe 1 anic deſire 
that the wicked should die , ſaith the 
Lord ? or shall he not line , if he turne 
om his waies * Hetherto belongerti 
that of Eſaie, Let the wicked forſake his 
waies , and the unrighteons his own ima- 
ginations , andreturne vnto the Lord, 
and he wil hane mercie won him ; and 
to our God , for he is verie readie to 
forgiue . The Prophet ſheweth how 
that God isgratious and merciful, bur 


toward 
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roward them which repent , and ac- 
knowledge their finne. Thereforedoo 
thou ſpecdelie repent , turne againe 
ynto the fearc of God , askeforgiuenes 
of thy finnes with teares, and {ighin 

be thorowlic out of loue with thy ſelfe 
for wickednes perpetrated and com- 
mitted ; leaue thine owne waie, and 
rurne vnto the Lord thy God ; and 


; then aſſure thy ſclfe of ſaluation: 


deſpaire not , neither doubt thou 
of Gods mercic and fauour . In the 
meane while; remember the ſaying 
of our Sauiour , That ioie Shalbe in 
heauen for one ſinner that conuerteth, 
more then for ninetic and nine iu#t 
men, Yea ,let this aboucall the reſt, 
pricke thee vp ynto repentance; con- 
ſidering , both how greatlic the veric 
Angels defirethy conuerſion , and how 
much they reioice when thou doſt a- 
mend. 

- But thatin the Pſabres likes thee 
paſcing well, where it is ſaide, Thom, 
0 Lord, art 4 pittifall God,and merciful, 


ftowe to anger , and great in kindnes. 


Sceing 
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Seeing you ſaic ſo, hearken yyhatin 
 theſamebookeof Pſabmes is vvritten, 
Thou hateſt all them which worke iniquity; 
Againe , The face of the Lord is again#t 
them that doo eulll. | 

Somevvill yet ſaie, it is in the Goſ: 
pclafter Tohw,that He which beleeneth in 
the Sonne , hatheuerl#ine life . Bur 
vvhar ſaith the ſame 7ohy in an other 
place ? Hethat commitethſinne, « of the 
Diuel . And,He that ſaith, knowe God, 
| and keepeth not hi commaundementes, is 
 &aliar,andthetruths not in him. 

Tobhs Baptit witneflcth of Chriſt, 
ſaying , Behold the Lambe of God, which 
taketh awaie the ſinnes of the world, Bur 
what faith he belide ? Repent. And, 
Bring foorth fruites worthy amendment 
of tf 


You vrge further that of Petey in the 
Adtes, ſaying , Ye beleeue through the 
grace of tve Lord Teſus to be ſaued . Bux 


markeyou not whatin the lamebooke 
iswtiuten? Awend your lines therefore, 
and tarne, that your ſinnggymic beput &- 


Wale, 


Dooth 
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n | , Doth notChriſt in che Goſpel after _ 
1, | John (aic,God ſo loved the world , that he | 
1; | hath given ys onlic begotten Sonne,that | 
# | whoſoeer beleeueth in him , should nat 
| perich,but haue euerlaſting life? Bur doth : 
: | henorfaicin Matthewe allo? Ngt enc- 
1 
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rie ne that ſaith unto me , Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdome of heauen, We 
but he that dothny Fathers wil whichis 

in heauen . | eh, 

. YoubeleeuelI am ſure, that which 

Pale ſaith , That Chrif# Iefits came into 

the world ta ſane ſinners - belecue alſo, 

that neither ewchaunters , nor whoore- 

mongers , nor murtherers , nor idoldters, 

nor theeues,nor couetows,nir proude per- 
ſons , nor dronkards , nor railers, nor the 

fattious, nor enuious , nor euil-willers, 

shall inherite the kingdome of God. 

For if you belecue, that Pawle , or the 

holic ſpirite rather by the mouth of 

Paule,doth ſpeake therruth :. you ſee. 

plainlie thee: you can haue, no hope 


of merciearGods hand,or aſſurance ro 
be ſaued;limng' awicked & filthie life. 
h the Goſpel ,ac- 


For, as faith: 


|, knows 
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knowledgeth God to be mercifull co 
the penitent : ſodoth it know that he 
is angric and diſpleaſed with ſuch as 
obſtinatelic proceede in {inne. 


' Thereis no cauſe then,why through {| 
hope and confidence of pardon at Gods | 
hand thou ſhouldeſt prolong thy con- 
ucrſion, and flatter thy ſelfe . Repenr, 
& come into the waic againe:and then, 
doubt thou no whit, but thou maiſt 
make thy ſelfe a large promiſe of Gods 
fauour andkindnes , Andasno man 
can trulie repent , but hewhich hopeth 
to be forgiuen , as it is well ſaide by 
Ambroſe:lo none maic hope to beforgi- 
uen,which doth not ynfcinedlic repent. 

This onething I will ad now out of 
Teſas the ſonne of Sirach, before I pro- 

| Ecale.5,4- ccede vnto thereſt : Saze not, ſaith he, 
I haue ſinned, and what euil hath come 

5. unto me? For the Almightie is a patient 
__ » but he wil not leaue thee. n- 
niched . Becauſe thy ſinneuforgiuen, 

b, not without vo hep ya: Upon 
6, ſnne .. Andſaie not, the mercie of God 
great; he wil forgiue my manifold ſinnes. 

; For 
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For mercie and wrath come from himand '% 
hes indignation commeth downe upon 
ners . Make no tarying to turne vnt- ,, 
80 the Lord, andput not off from daie to 
daie. For ſuddenlie shall the wrath of the 
Lord breake foorth, and inthy ſecuritie 
thou shalt be deſtroied , and thou 5halt pe- 
rishin the time of vengeance. Hetherto 
Eccleſia#ticus. 


(,4p.12. 
« A remedie againſt the 


cuitome of ſinning , which is the third 
cauſe of deferring repentance: as aboue in 


the fourth Chapter hath bene showed. - 


= | Ve cuſtomeof 
|| finning doth 
(FA! hinder thee, 
£7 || that thou canſt 
1Inot amend, & 
{[returne from 
\{finnevntogod- 
=D | lIincs, Forcom- 
H.iu, monlie 
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monlic it falleth our ', that looke 
whata man hath bene yſcd ynto from | 

_ his youth,bepurſucth in hisage, Be- | 
cauſe,asCyprias ſaith, that is norquick. 
ligand ſpeedeliclaide off, which is gro- 

. wen toripenes through long ve. 
- Forwhen will he learne to bea good 
husband, which hath ſpent his timein 
r1ottouſnes , and daintie fare 2 And he 
which glittereth in braue apparel , glo- 
riouſlic ſer out with gold, and purple, 
will hardlie attire him-ſelfe after the 
facion pf theſimpleſorr, It cannot be, 
but that with forceable intiſemenres,as 
| the manner is , wine muſt inuire, pride 
| puffe vp, anger ſet on fire, couctouſnes 
vnquier,crnelty prickforward,ambirio 
| delight , luſt bring downe head-long, 
| and ſo foorth . So that ir maieſeeme 
| veric hard by anic meanes to alter cu- 
| ſome, which in a manner is become 
| another nature , Notwithſtanding, if 

By . you. loue your owne wel-fare , you 

muſt cndcuor yer. 

. But,you wil aske , how you maie ſo 
.do? Euenifyou caſt off thatby lirle _ 
itle 
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at looke [liclethrongh good cuſtome, which you 
to from |haue got through em cuſtome : and if 
ge, Be- [youlabour roplucke vp that by good 
Yquick. | cuſtome', which cuil cuſtome hath in: 
1 is gro- | graffed . Andnothing is ſo hard(as Se- 
(e, neca dothifaic ) which the minde of man 
2a good | cannot ouercome.} V hat ſoeuer the mind 
timein | went about , it hath brought to paſſe. 
And he | VVherefore to breake this almoſt in- 
cl, plo- | uincible ſtrength ofcuſtorne, you muſt 
purple, | addrefle your minde chieflie there-vn- 
ter the | ro, and notſtriveand labour onlie by 
10t be, | force to ouercome the ſame . And yet 
nres,as | you muſt ſtrive wirhall , if you-would 
» pride | weaken ,andpluckevp, and rooteouta 
pufnes | thing which is faſtened, and ſtickethto 
nbitio | theroores, RE ett 

-long, V'Vherefore, ſer there-ypon cours 
ſceme | giouſlie, at theleaſt wiſe begin ypon 
cr cu- | good hope,endeuot witha fure truſt in 
come | God, & doubr thou notbutthouſhalt 
ng, if | bleſſedlic go forward. For before thou 
you | in, thine olde cuſtome perhaps wil 

ſeeme vnuincible; but when you come - 

ic ſo j vntotherriallſtraight-waiethat,which 
cand f| you thought would hardlie'be done, 


litle 


H. iu, will 
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will ſceenothing ſo , otatleaſtnor 
ſoidifficult. So-often-times that which 
at the firſt we thinke heauie , when we 
once go about the ſame,proueth light, 
Brieflie , what the moſt excellent Poet 
ſpeakerh of Mneftheus companions to 
this cle, 

Their good fucceſſe doth make them bold 
grad i . They able are 


Becauſe they ſeeme to be . Nothing 
| their courages can dare : 


.. Thinke withourperaduenture , will 
fitlic be applied to thee, Onlic,as I hauc 
ſaide, go about the ſame wircha cou- 
rage, hope wel and cueriedaie thy care, 
and-minde roliuegodlic , wil ikethee 
more and. morc; and the loucof verrue, 
than which: ,' as one trulic ſaith , no» 
thing 1s taoxe beuriful , nothing more 
faire, morelouclic nothing is, wil mar- 
uclouſlic inflame,and rawith thy mind, 
And in the ende thou wilt vie much 
J0iful gratulations to thy (cle for ad- 
dreſsing to reforme thy manners,Such 
a 


b 
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2 pleaſure,and cueric daic more profite 
then others ſhall you reape thereby. 
So that you wilconfeſle char to be true. 
which our Lord and ſauiour Chriſt, 
id vnto his Diſciples in theſe words, 
dy yoke u eaſie,and my burden light. 

_ Herherto belongeth that which Hze- 
r7me 1n a certaine place doth writc: Too 
wuch cuſtame of ſmning,laith-he, maketh 
t3e wate to vertue ſeeme lurd and vn- 
crnfortable tas : but alter this cuFome 
ove, andyou 5ball finde the waie to rieh- 
r10uſnes, tobe 4 goodly andpleaſant waie. 
S> ſaith he no leſſe rrulicythen eleganr- 
lie. | 
And if Stzþho the Philoſopher,which 
thing Czcerodoth teſtific , Being natu- | 
ullie enclined unto wine , and women, j: 
td by learning (0 bridle and ſubdue his | 
nature , that no man ſawe him drinke at 
avie time , nor yet beheld anie appea- 
race of wicked luft in him : Why maiſt 
thou not through Gods aſvsiſtance, 
tameby litle & licle, and,as I maie ſac, 
caltof a wicked cuſtome , yea, though 
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it be much ingraffted,and veticold ! Ar 
Ethnike ſubdued his nature', ſhall nor 
a Chriſtian ouer-come cuſt6me ? eſpt- 
ciallie , if eartieſtlic he 'bend'him (ch 
there-vnto.; if continuallic he looke 
to himſelfey if afrer aſorthe offer vio- 
lence to: him-ſelfe , and yeeld not tc 
weaknes ; 1f in confideration of mans 
imbeelllitiche call for Gods afsiſtanc? 
by carneſt and ardent praier ; if by 
almes , and liberalitic ypon the poore, 
he ſecke after the fauour of God; f- 
vallic , if he make petition that the 
holie Spirite , which maic raiſe vp 
newe motions in his heart, and 
pricke forward his ſtudieand 
endeuors to live wel, 
maicbe giuen 
him, 


But procevde we to the ref. 


Cap, 


C9p-13. 
4; Aremedic againſt the 


fourth cauſe of prolonging - "ag x 


go of before in t 


Sil Hey whom rci- 
Af ches & proſpe- 


SF 


ritie doo make 
ſecure (for this 
was the fourth 
cauſe of pro- 
2711 longing repen- 
tance ) ſhould 
often ali. into minde that: horrible 
voice of our Sauiour,cxrant in the goſ- 
pel after Luke : VF o be unto you that are 
rich:for youhaue receiuedyour confolati- 
on. VF obetoyou that are full , for you 
Shall hunger . VV obe ts youthat nowe 


Net » for you shall waile and weepe. 
ſ: 


cher ler them forget , what God 
aide vnto the rich man in the Goſpel: 
O foole,this night wil they fetch awaie thy 


ſoule from thee .\ Letother gs 
c 
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be remembred alſo,of ſuch,whome be- 
fore wecited,, as were cither drowned 
ſuddenlie by the flood; or conſumed 
ſuddenlic by firc in Sodow . So would 
borh thoſe rich men , whome the ſcr- 
uantof God 7Zames bidderh , toYYeepe 
and houle, for the miſeries that shall come 
pon them; andithat fine glutton alfo, 
whobeing buricd,was rormented with 
the flames of hel fire, | 

Let vs then from our hearts caſt of 
ſecuritie; lets nor forget God in pro(- 

itic ; kt vs fearethe wrath of that 
Tudge, before whoſe iudgemenr ſcare 
weare all toſtand , topleade our owne 
cauſe, our owne conſcience accuſing, 
and bearing witnes; either with vs for 
wel-doing 3-. or againſt ys for our wic- 

Kedies..7*...;.* OY 

Ir falleth out for themoſ2t parr, thac 
proſpericiepufferth vp the minde, that 
rich men areproud , thatwealth makes 
men head-ſtrong. Weſhould therfore 
continuallic vſe wel our good fortune 

and proſperitic : we ſhould looke a- 

gaineand againe, {caſt this WIR 

ap- 
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happines bring vs vnro ternal miſcrie, 
and deſtruftion, 

V Vhatis then to be done?That Paule 
writingvnto the Corsnthias,ſhewerh in 
few words: Hereafter,ſaith he, let both 
they which haue wines , be as though they 
had none; And they that weepe, as though 
they wept not ; And they that reioice,as 
though they reioiced not ; And they that 
- buitc, as though they poſſeſſed not ; And 

they that 1ſe this world, as though they v- 
ſed it not ; For the facion of this world 
geethawaie , In which wordes the A- 
poſtle theweth , that we muſt haue ci- 
ther no careatall , or that our leaſt care 
ſhould be cither of wiues,or of proſpe- 
ritieor aducrſitic; or finallic of £17 3 
and wealth of this world : bur.thatour 
chictcſt, yea, and onlic care 15to be caſt 
vpon hcaucn,and heauecnlic chinges. 
Not without cauſedid Paule com- 
maund Timothic., to Charge them that 
are rich inthis world , that they be not 
high minded, and that they truſt not in 
wuncertaine riches , but in the living God. 
And Daxid 1n thePſahmes doth (aic , 1f 


riches 
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riches encreaſe ſet not your heart thereon: 
Riches arenotſimplic condemned, the 
which godlie men haue poſleſſed : bur 
therruſt in riches, and the pride and 
hautines which ariſerh from riches, is 
condemned. For wealth commonlie, 
and 7; IM , arewoont to make 
men haue ſtomackes , and hie mindes: 
Hence that in the Comedie , Becanſe 
wealth i encreaſed , their minaes are 
exalted. 

He therefore which hath gathered 
riches, and enioieth the worldat will, 
let him both yeeld thankes ro Godfor 
the ſame; and rake heede that he inſult 
not,and waxe high minded; yea, and 
alſoler himagaine and againe too , c- 
uermore bring his fortune into ſuſpi- 
cion ! 'but aboneall vſc he dilligence, 
thatthrough ſecuritic ( as mamie doo) 
he forger not God; and that he neuer 
leeſe the ſenſe of Gods'yenpeance a+ 

ainſt finne,nor have his minde ether 
occupied with idfenes, nor 1huaded by 
neghgence. _ 
Ot which vnles he beware , it is 
| doubtles 
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doubles to be feared, leaſt leaning too 
much ypon preſcat happines , he be 
carried awaic with afalſe 101e; and leaſt 
flattering him-ſelfe with hopcof long 
proſperitie,the feareof God beingquite 
remouecd, in the meane while 4. op- 
preſſed : as commonlic the death of 
death commeth ypon ys, when we litle 
looke for the ſame, 

Let vs therefore place before the cies 
ofour mind that ſaying of the Apoſtle, 
VV hen they ſaie, Peace axd ſafetie,laith 
he, then shall come 2pon them ſudden de- 

ion. So then,'as the ſame Apoſtle 
warneth vs , let vs not fleepe, but let vs 
watch,and be ſober, Neucr letys ſaic,we 
ſhall haue peace , cuil ſhall not come 
nvs - orasthey did of whomethe 
Prophet Efate makerth mention , who 


ſaide , Y Ve hane made 4 couenant with 


death,and with hel are weat agreement: 
Though 4 ſcourge runne ouer , and paſſe 
throught shall not come at vs. 

In the old; andalſo in rhe newe Te- 
ſtament we maie finde many , both te- 
ſtimonies of Gods diſpleaſure againſt 
wicked- 
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wickednes ; and examples of punſh- 
mentes ypon the kg: , by rberea- 
ding whercof, cucrie man to hisprofit 
maic ſhake off careleſncs in proſperi- 
tie . For it is not our minde in this 
place to alleadge all , leaſt our booke 
doo growe ouet-big . Let it neuer be 
forgot , which Moſes mentioneth of 
mankinde , which was drowned by a 
flood in thebeginning of the world; of 
the vtter conſuming borh of Sodom &# 
Gomor by fire; of the manifold,and ex. 
creme calamities of the people of 1fraeh 
of the often carying them into capti- 
uitic by barbarous nations for their co- 
tempt of godlines 3 nor finallie, which 
ecclcliaſticall hiſtories doo write, of the 
oucr throwe, waſting,and deſtru&ion 
of /eruſalem . For all theſe thinges are 
writtE(as Pale writing vnto the Corin- 
thians doth ſaic) To admonish vs, wpon 
whome the endes of the world are come. 
Now. what puniſhment the Lord 
hath laid ypon particular men for their 
wickednes,it were long(as I haue ſaid) 
and ncedeles to ſhow , 1 wilalledgebut 
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one for example ſake:When that noble 
& deerelic beloued of the Lord, Dawid 
I meane, arwhattime he was through 
much proſperitie ſecure,had fallen wto 
the filthie ſinne of adulterie , and in- 
creaſed rhe greatnes thereof , by the 
murthecring ofan innocent man; with 
what miſcrics and calamities did God 
afflit him , yea, after he had repenred, 
\ and was reſtored into Gods fauour a- 
gaine? For God plagued himi both 
with the death of his Sonne -newlie 
borne ; and with the rebellion of his 
owne children; and by his woful flight 
from Hieruſalem; and with violence 
offered ro his concubine by his owne 
ſonne ; and with defe&ion of his ſub- 
+ ieQes ; and finallic ( to omit other 
thinges ) with'a great flaughter of 
his people . So hotrible and hore 
is the wrath of God againſt wicked- 
nes. | 
If ſo holiea man , no not after his 
, repentance and comming into Gods 
fauour , as the bookes , wherein the 
Attcs of the Kinges of 1faell be 
CON- 
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contained,doo witnes; if, aie,ſo holy 
aman after his repentance ſcaped not. 
vnpuniſhed for his ſinnes committed: 
what thinke you ſhall betide them, 
which are touched with go gricte.of 
their wickednes ? which ſecurelie doo. 
ſinne , and proccede from one finne 
ynto anather ; finallie , which with 
obſtinate hearres perſiſt in vogodli- 
nes? | 
Let vs therefore caſt off all louths 
fulnes, and that ſlcepic and droukie (e- 
curitie,when we haue the world at wil; 
let ys liue inthe feareof the Lord; and 
make ſ{ureour ſaluation with feare and 
memblirig ; ler vs not ſuffer our ſelnes 
ro becnrangled with the wicked 1ntiſe- 
- mentesof the fleſh; and fioallic, by 
continuall praier,ler vs refiſt the 
tentation of Satan, 


And thusmuchfor this point. 


\ 


[ ©, oy 


Cap.14. ng 2s The ff remedie. 


( 4p. 14- 
« A remedie againſt the 


tft canſe of aeferring amendment of 
life, contained m the ſixt Chapter 
of this booke. 


J= gz FRE - Hey which 1nN 

ooſeE ; _ of long 

Ni ie, doo pro- 

| Bl > craſtinate the 

Us / Wa amendment of 

=> = cheir lite , doo 

vuterlic of pur-* 

| pole deceaue 

them- - vegas and yainclie doo bope 

. for that , which greatlic they deſire: 

whereby wwirting.knowing,lining,and 

ſeeing with their owne cies their de- 

ſtrucion,they periſh, which is the ex- 
tremeſt folle thac can be; 

If theſe men are nothing mouedwith 

that which Pluloſophers ( wiſe men T 

meane among tbe Heathen, yetyoid of 


ruereligion ) haueletr im writing, tou- 
/ i Li, ching 
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ching the ſhortnes and vacertaintie of 
this life,as he was,who ſaide that Man 
& a bubble; and he too,who called man, 
A dreame of a shadowe : yer let Tob,that 
mi ſobeloued of God,moue vs, which 
witneſſeth that Mar of a short conti- 
nuance ; let the ſeruant of God Tames 
moue ys , which ſaith , that the life of 
man is euen a vapor that appeareth for a 
litle time, and afterward vanisheth away, 
let the ſonneof God , our Lord and ſa- 
uiour Chriſt , who cannor lie , moue 
vs, who biddeth vs, YYatch, for we 
know neither the daie,nor the houre. 
Finallie,if you thinke it moſt true, 
ler cuen common experience moue vs. 
Oftenrimes thou art with ſuch as are 
gricuoullic ſicke , without hope of re- 
coucrie ; thou art preſent when th 
giue vp the ghoſt; chou heareſt the ye- 
ric pangs of death;thou beholdeſt them 
vpon the beare ; thou followeſt the 
coarſcs vnto the graue; thou ſceſt them 
laideinto the carth ; thou heareſt the 
pitteous cricof mourners; thou readeſt 
Epitaphes cngraued on tombes; thou 
5 mecteſt * 


meeteſt manic in mourning weede: all 

which thinges ſhould ſtirre vp thy 

mindeto remember the ſhorrnes of this 
life, and how death is nigh atthine el- 
bowe; 

If the death of others, whome we 
knowe nor, cannot moue ys; yetletvys 
be moued rhrough the death of our 
friends and familiars ; let our own dan- 
gers, and grieuous ſicknes , whercinto 
we fall often-rimes mouevs, Andwe, 
that conſider not our owne infirmiric, 
through the troubles of others ; ler vs 
confefle out frailtic, and mortaliticof 
mankinde , atlcaſt wiſe through our 
owne weaknes where-withall we arc 
rempted . V Vhich thing if we would 
doo,weſhall perccaue there 1s no cauſe 
why we ſhould flatter our (clnes with 
a vaine and deceiptful hope of longer 
life. 

But,ſom wil ſay,I may amed my ſelf, 
& repent when I am old: in the meane 
ſpace I wil take my pleſure.Soyou ſay: 
Bur whois ſure heſhall live till he be 
_ old? Thinkeſt thou, which negleReſt, 
].jj. and 
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and ouer-paſleſt the offered time , and 
occaſion to repentthinkeſt thou, I ſaie, 
to hanc the like oportunitie when thou 
thinkeſt good,for thine owne behoofe? 
Thou art deceaued , ſurelie thou art 
much deceaued , if thou thinke ſo . 
God of his mercie , which defireth the 
conuerfion , rather then thedeath of a 
ſinner , when he thinketh good, calleth 
thee vnto repentance ; and , as he in 
the Reuelation ſaith , Standeth at the 
doore and knocketh. T hertore doo thou 
open when he knocketh ; hearken to 
him that calleth; whecher he callech 
followe him; and, nexer deſpiſe the ri- 
ches of his bountifulnes,and patience.leaſt 
for thine haranes, and heart that cannot 
repent ,thou heape unto thy ſelfe wrath a- 
gain#t the daie of wrath, as Paule wri- 
reth ynto the Romanes . Letvys beare 
in minde what the ſame Paulevntothe 
Corinthians doth ſaic: Ve beſeech you, 
that ye receaue not the grace of God in 
vaine. For he ſaith, I haue heard thee in 
a time accepted , and in the daie of ſalua- 
tion haue 1 ſaccouredthee . Behold now 
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the accepted time; behold now the daie of 
ſeluation. By which words the Apoſtle 
ſheweth , that the time whith God 
offcreth for repentaunce ,''is not to be 
ouer-ſlipt; and that like occaſion is nor 
alwaics given . Hetherto belongeth 
that vntothe Galathians *' FV hile we 
haue time,let vs doo good, And notyn- 
trulic aide an'olde writer : He which 
bath promiſed pardon to him that repen- 
teth; hath not promiſed another daie of 
life to him that diſſembleth his ſinnes. 
Take heade therefore, that by proctra- 
ſtinating repenrance, andrhat through 
hope of longer life,thou wittinglicand 
of purpoſe, doo not tempt the Lord, 
whoſe goodnes inuicerh thee vnto re- 
pentance, The which we are forbidden 
by an expreſfle commaundement of 
God in Deuteronomie. 

Itfalleth our many times , that mea 
are kilkd ſuddecnlie , cuen in braultng, 
playing, and quaffing together; ſorhar 


hecan haue not1me toaske mercie at 


Gods hand for his wickednes : when 


as we in the meane while, through the 
I. 11. {ingu- 
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an. 6 goodnes of God , hauc time 
and ſpace to returne vnto godlines. 
Whertore' let vs not abuſe thus ſo great 
Mercicot our moſt gratious God, who 
looketh and lngech r00, as it werefor 
occa(id to ſhew mercie vpo vs, Amend 
we our (inful lives,leaſt being ſuddenly 
preuented with death , as the Church 
doth ling, weſceke time torepent,, and 
cannotfinde the ſame . And certainle, 
He which hath promiſed pardon to him 
that repenteth (as euven-now I ſaid, and 
mult often ſaic) hath not promiſed ano- 
ther aaje of life , to him that diſſembleth 
be ſinnes. 

Bur,as ſome ſaie, in the time of lick- 
nes,a {inner maie repent . He maic doo 
{o,I graunt ; notwithſtanding, marke 
how many impediments come then in 
 thewaie, which veric hardlie can bea- 
uoided . For, to ſaic nothing of the 
care vvhich the ſicke hathof making 
his vvil; of prouiſion for his yvitc,and 
children; of-the paine of ficknes , and 
ſuch like , 'vyhich maic ſceme of ſmall 
1mportance ; how doth Satan Ow 
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him-ſeclfe then , vyhat cngins doth he 
ſer to bring the poore ſoule vnto deſ- 
peration,through laying his manifold 
offences before his cies? For then chict- 
lic,if cuer, herippeth vp, and bringeth 
into remembraunce whatſocuer cuil a 
man hath'cither thought, or wild, or 
ſaid , ordone ; and ſuch faulres, as of 
them-ſelucs are great and hainous , he . 
doth make much greater then they be: 
and by all mcanes doth ſtudic to with- 
drawe him from hope of ſaluation,and 
ro drive him ynto deſpaire for his ma- 
pifold and great offences , Hetherto 
belongeth the griefe af a guiltieconſci- 
ence; the great feate of death before his 
cies ; the wofull and bitter cogitation 
of Gods iudgement ſeate ; thedread of 
a ſeuere ſentence, which wil ſorediſ- 
maie, and trouble the minde; the hor- 
ribleremembrance of the paines of hel: 
and whois able to repeare all the impe- 
diments,andcauſes which let men, that 
they cannot ſo much as thinke of re- 
penting at that time? 

Doo not therefore, doo not, if thou 
T.i11i, be 
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be wiſe , deferre the amendement of 


chairlife, till che laſt daie . For that is ' 


a verie dangerous matter : that I ſaic 
not, how ſuch a repentance, for ſo much 
as of neceſsirieit ſpringerh,, and is cx- 
torted , through the feare of damnati- 
on , rather then taken in hand of pure 
zealc,is of ſmall force to get pardon. 
But no repentance is too late before 
God. I confefle ſo much . For, At what 
time ſo ener 4 ſinner dooth repent him of 


hi ſinne,I wil put all his wickednes out of 


my remembrance, ſaith the Lord. And, 
as the Propher in another place , God 
defireth not the death of a ſinner but that 
he repent and live. . 

But what if ſudden death take thee 
vnawares ; 'that thou canſt haue no 
time to lament, and to repent thee of 
thy finnes ? For all men ſhould looke 
for that, which maic happen vnto all 
men. Let the vnlooked for deſtruttion 
of them,vpon whome the towre in S7- 
lo fell ,- as Zuke recordeth , come into 
yourminde, V Vhar if ſuddenlic you 
ſhould leeſe your wits and vnderſtan- 
ding, 
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ding; as weſce many doo? The which 
if irthould fall our ( as it maic happen) 
chen. gone wereall hopeof repenting, 
whiotrche {inner had placed in prolon- 
ging the amendment of his life , For 
tharmaie beride thee, which hath hap- 
pened to others : that you maicthinke 
you arc not exempted from that which 
1s common toall men, Fora true ſay- 
= ing 1s that of Publius , That maie hatpen 
to euerie man,which maie happen to anie 
man. 

' Caſt awaic therfore all hope of long 
life, then the which vndoubtedlic no- 
thing 1s more yaine,8 flecting; neither 
doo thou dreame of occaſion , nor ap- 
pointa time wherein thou wilt repent; 

-F- nor finallie,doo not rhou nouriſh thy 
fooliſhnes , or madnes rather in defter- 
ring the refotmartion of thy ſinfull life, 
through this decciptful hope . V Vert 
thou wiſe,thou wouldeſt repent at that 
time wherein thou maiſt oftend. For if ' 
thou mindethen to repent, when thou 
canſt ſinne no more,doubtles thou doſt 
not leaucſinne,bur finnethee , 
Fur- 
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Furthermore, it is to be feared , leaſt 
ſceing when thou maiſt thou wilt not 
repent, that when thou wouldeſt, than 
maiſt not . For the iudgementes. of 
almightic God in puniſhing mans wic- 
kednes, ate vnſcarchable . Foras his 
woont 1sof his goodnesand mercic, to 
giue them ſpace of repentance, yvhich 
are prepared rcadic , and willing tore- 
ccaue mercie; yca, and in the meanec 
while with much patience and lenitic 
ro beare with ſinners , ynrill they rc- 
rurnefrom their wickednes : ſo when 
| he ſeeth any man vtterlic bent varo 

vngodlines , andderiding Gods long 
{ = 5 , and ſo worthiedamnation, 
then ceaſeth he to hold ſuch a one back 
from falling into deſtruion , and ſo 
(according to the phraſeot ſcripture) 
blindeth the deſperate , and hardeneth 
the obſtinate : neither dooth he looke 
any longer for his conuerſion,, nor of- 
fereth occaſion forthe damned to re- 
pent. For God hath appointeda time 
and manner foreach man , rhe which 
no man in wickednes mate ouer-paſle; 
and 


and God will not prolong his puniſh- 
ment,and paineof fione , The which 
| ſhould ſticre vpall men to repent with- - 
out delaie, and to prepare them-ſclues 
to receaue the grace of God, R 

But for ſo much as we haue ſpoken 
ſufficient hereof, ler vs haſten ynto 0- 
cher thinges, 


(4.15. 
44 A remedie for the ſjxt 
cauſe of deferring repentance declared 


afore in the ſeuenth Chapter. 
ICI 5 Hey 5 vvho 
JJF : through the 0- 
NN. SE Pill pinion, which 
SG 1 chcy hauc in 
S/|| Popes: pardos, 
doo. defer the 
\ I % ED V1 corretion of 
————— thcir life, doo 
truſt toa weake ſtaffe, and depend vp- 
ponatortering wall (as the ſaying is.) 
Sodoo they in like ſort , that worthip 


Saint 
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Saint Barbara, and wil be buricd in the 
habite of a Franciſcane . For in all the 
ſcripture what male be found concer- 
ning theſe toies? VVhatin all theold 
Teſtament ? In the Fuangelical doc. 
rrine what? VVhat in the works of the 
Apoſtles? To conclude,which of theſe 
thinges was obſerued in the primitiue 
Church ; orclſe by a generall 1udge- 
ment and conſent of rhe Church art all 
times,reccauedand allowed , asa thing 
auaileable,and neceſlarie roſaluation? 
Therefore,who doth not before death 
bewaile his offences, he, albeir he hauc 
a thouſand Buls and Pardons,fhall ne- 
ver be ſaued . And therefore, vnleſle 
thou wiltbe in doubt of thy ſaluation, 
omitting theſe vices, thou muſt car- 
neſtlte repent thy wicked life, and be 
hearrelic ſorieat the remembraunce of 
thy finnes; thou muſt with tcares and 
praiers , beſcech God to be good vnto 
thees finallic , rhineonlic refuge muft 
be to runne vnato themerites of Chriſt, 
ina ſtrong hope thar God the Father 
wil be merciful to thee for Chriſt hrs 
lake, 
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ſake, whome for vs he hath deliuered 
vnto the death, So wil it come to paſſe, 
' that God wil haue mercieon thee, for- 
giuethy ſinnes, and for his Chriſtes 
ſake receaue thee into favour . For, we 
hace him our aduocate withGod , which 
porn for vs, anddoth reconcile his 

cauenlic Father , who by reaſon of 
our {innes and wickednes, is offended 
with vs, and maketh him both merci- 
full and quiet, as 7ohn in his firſt Ca- 
cholical Epiſtle doth reach. 

So then regard thou neither the 
Popes pardons ; nor the worſhip of 
Barbara; nor the habite and weede of a 
Franciſcane,wherin there is no hope at 
all ro be ſaucd , Run thou viſto Chriſt 
him-ſelfe,who is our mediator and ad- 
uocate,as I ſaid; the throne of gracgthe 
propitiation for the ſinnes of the world; 
and the Lambekilled fro che beginning 
of the world , as in the Rexelation it ap» 

aceth; brieflie, who is our rightcoul- 
nes, ſanftification , and redemprion, as 
Paul ymto the Corinthis doth witneſle. 
 V'Vherfore(to returne yntothe pur- 
pole) 
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thy finfull life for anie Bull or Pardon 
from the Pope ; eſpeciallic ; ſeeing our 
life is ſo ſhort, and the houre of certain 
death ſo yncertaine . The which death, 
forſo much as in reſpe& of vncertaine 
chaunces , it is alwaics nigh , and maic 
in this yetic moment ouer-takea man 
vnawares ; doubtles, as one ſaith, can 
not be farre off', How daungcrous 
thercfore 1s ir to liue in ſuch a ſtare, 
wherein if ſudden death ſhould ſtrike 
thee, thou wert vtterlie damncd ? 
Then to auoide this daunger,ſce that 
alway thouliuc in the fcare of God; ac- 
knowledgethy wickednes ; flic ynto 
the mercie of God; aske pardon ;. and 
hope & looketoo for faluationat Gods 
hand for Chriſt his ſake . Beſide, make 
thou ofte recourſe vnto the miniſter of 
the Church; and crane coſolation,and 
abſolution from him . And,that thou 
mailt be ſtirred vp vnto the remem- 
brance of the promiſeof pardon,and be 
confirmed more & more of Gods mer- 
cic toys ward, makeoften recourſe yn- 
ro 
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poſe) prolong not the amendement of 
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rothe Lordes table ; and, according to 
Chriſtes inſtitution, both eate that bo- 
die, which ſome-rime was a ſacrifice 
for the ſinnes of mankinde; and drinke 
the blood thedde foorth for the re- 
miſsion of our ſinnes : and ſo being 
mindfull of the Lordes dearth , yeeld 
thou heartic thankes to God for his ſo 
great benefirs,and witha grateful mind 
fing thou P/almes to him,borh with thy 
ſelte art home , and with others in the 
congregation of the faithful. 
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A remedie for the ſeventh 
cauſe, ſpecified afore in the eight Chapter. 


[REES much as 

& W/W 1! thou canſt (to 
come vnto @- 
| cher rhinges ) 
auoide cuer- 
morethecom- 
panie of the 
= —————_ 1 wicked ; and 
toinc thy ſelfe ynto the ſocietie of the 
good. 


The enent| remedie. 
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(3 
good. And,as one councelleth, hane co- 
ucrſation with ſuch as maic make thee 
better 3 andadmut them into thy fel- 
lowſhip , wbome thou mailt reclame 
from vice vnto vertue. 

For it is behooucfull to marke what 
companie one yſcth , and whoare his 
dailic companions . For , as by the. 
familiaritic of wicked men, weare 1n- 
teed , as with a certaine contagion: 
ſo by dailic acquaintance of the godlic 
and vertuous , weare in manner Cor- 
refed and amended . Secke therefore 
theamiric and friend{hip of theſe men; 
but haue no dealing art all with thoſe. 
Salomon in his Prouerbes commaun- 
deththe ſame thing . Yea, and Payle 
writing vnto the Corinthians , doth ſo 
dehorrt vs from liuing , and hauing to 
deale with the wicked , that he would 
not haue vs ſo much as to cate and 
drinke with them . 7f ante, ſaith he, 
that is called a brother , be a fornicator, 
or conetous, or an idolater,or 4railer,or 
4 dronkard, or an extortioner, with ſuch 
oneeate not, 

I 


Cap.1#. 

I graunt , diuers other cauſes there 
be, why he would haue ſuch co be a+ 
uoided , either becauſe we maic ſceme 
in -no ſort to allowe the ſinnes and 
wickednes of theſe men ; or that ſuch 
whome all men doo {o auoide and 
ſhun, chrough ſhame of the world, 
maie repent . Notwithſtanding, it is 
not the leaſt cauſe , that rhe contagion 
of wickednes doo not redound vnto 
ſuch,as are ioined vntothem in friend- 
ſhip . For,as alitle leauen maketh a 
great heape of doa to [wel ; ſo the cx- | 
ample of one wicked man doth cor- 
rupt and infe&a great many. 

And although it be hard and veric 
difficult, to forſake their acquaintance 
and familiaritie , with whome a man 
merelie, along time, 8 iocundlic hath 
lined : yet carneſtlic thou muſt ende- 
uor, and labour with carefulnes by all 
meanes todepart, and plucke thy ſelfe 
from their companie . If thou bur 
from thine heart once minde the ſame, 
without doubt thou wilt finde berrer 


ſucceſle then thou art ware of . And 
K.j. for 
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 _ forſo muchas,according to the Greeke 

rouctbe , The beginning is 4s good as 

, : and, as Horacedoth write, He 

ch hath beeunne , hath halfe done: 

ſer vpon the Wis at the leaſt, and deſ- 

paire not of the ſucceſſe through con- 
{ideration of thedifficultic, 

Now, as commonhe it falleth our, 
if ne 2 of the bankets , the 
fcaſtinges , the reare-ſu ,the reue- 
lin gi ar like fond and chil- 
diſh chings which thou haſt vſed with 
chem ; and if thou againſt thy will 
remember thy companions, and mer- 
ric mates, call into thy minde foorth- 
with the ſhorrnes of this life ; the 
nighnes of death; thelaſt i ent; - 
the tribuoall ſcate of Chriſt ; hel firs 
and cuerlaſting damnation . And 
ſo,as the ſaying is , Thou shalt drive 
out one naile ja the force of another. 
If theſe thinges come into minde, and 
chou thinke thus with thy ſelfe : My 
cup-mates and companions inuite me 
wvnto them ; their s, dinners, and 
potations , doo allure me : But _ 

| 0 


doo I ? Credite me , wouldeſt thou 
faic bur thus much with thy ſclfe,what 
doo 1? foorth-with, both reaſon would 
ouer-come thy luſt ; and thy will 
would liſten to reaſon adhorting ynto 
the beſt, | 

Therectfore,as I ſaie, thou muſt take 
a {pace to deliberate , and make ſome 
delaie . Whenany ſuchthing, by the 
ſuggeſtion of Satan,commeth into thy 
minde, throwe awaic thy weaknes of 
minde , and loaſe not the bridle by and 
by to thy luſt, for then thou wilt runne 
as the Diuel would baue thee. 

Doo thy companions inuite thee 
to the Taucrne ? Call thou into thy 
remembraunce, what our Sauiour 1n 
a certaine place doth ſaic ; Take heede 
* your FO , =_ era time ”_ 

artes be oppre(ſed with ſurfetting an 
pinch; ag: Paule doth | DFromg 
Be not dronke with wine , wherein « 
exceſſe; And, Neither dronkardes , nor 
eluttons shall inherite the kingdome of 
God : what Peter ſaith , Be ſober and 
. watch; finallic, what the Propher E/aie 


Ki, wri- 
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writeth , Yo wvnto them that riſe wp 
earlie to follow dronkennes . Remem- 
ber that the authoritic of God , and of 
his Apoſtles muſt be obeied ; and nor 
the mindes of vngodlic perſons fol- 
lowed_:—-that thou art to hearken to 
thine Angel adhorting thee vato all 
cs; andnotto obciethe Diuel, 
pricking thee forward ynto wickednes ; 


finallie , that thou muſt refiſt the euil ' 


ſpirit, and notgricue the holic Ghoſt. 
Wherefore doo not thou , I ſaic; 
doo not thoudeſtroie thy ſelfe, for the 
{weete companic of thy cup-mates; 
but ſo muchas in thelieth , with- 
drawethy ſclfe from their fami- 
liaririe; and make thou more 
accoumpt of cuerlaſting 
{aluation , then of a 
_ lidefthortplea- 
b ure, 


Cap. 


13s 
(4-17. 
«A remedie againſt the 


la# anſe , which holdeth men from re- 
pentance, entreated of before in 
the ninth Chapter. 


J] Ow to pre- 
NN ſcribe a reme- 
Y| dic for the laſt 
cauſe, thinke 
alwaie with 
thy ſelfe, that 
he ynfeinedlic 
X | doth nor re- 
£, ncither that he either is , or maie 
Leantind atrue Chriſtian , thar go- 
-M- cthon forward in wickednes ; — 
that he hath true faith, which continu- 
cth 1n ſinne againſt his conſcience , and 
committeth any outragious wicked- 

nes, 
Let vs not then be Chriſtians in name 
onl1e, being farre from the nature; ne1- 
l therlet vs 1n wordes boaſt of faith : but 
let ys trulic and ynfeinedlie repent, 
K.ii, turne 


remedic. 1 Coy. 


turne vnto the Lord with our whole 
hearr, and reforme our ſinfull conuer- 
ſation by wel doing : yea, letvs ſtu- 
dic by good workes to blot our wic- 
kednes as it were out of the minde of 
God, and through hopeof Gods aſ- 
ſiſtance, not through our own ſtrength 
endeuor weto liue godlic,righteoutly, 
innocenthe , vprighthe , holilic, chaſt- 
lic , ſoberlic, remperatelie, profitablic 
to the Church of God, fricndlic ynta 
man , and, as Paue doth faic , as i4 be+ 
commeth the Goſpel of Chritt . 
Furthermore, beg weof our heauen- 
lie Father, through our Lord and ſaui- 
our Chriſt, that he would impart vpon 
vs, his holic ſpirit, which mate cule, go- 
uerne, inſtru&, ſanCctifie, eret, com- 
fort,and quicken vs,accordingas Chriſt 
hath promiſed in the Goſpel , that our 
heanenlie Father wil gine the holie ghoſt, 
to them which aske it at his handes , And 
et in the meane while let ys not reſiſt 
the holic Ghoſt, by ycelding to wicked 
afteQions contraric to our conſcience; 
neither yer expel aud grieve him, to vic 


the 


the wordes of Paule. 

Lervs walkec in newnes of life, nor 
inſiofulnesz Zet vs give wp our bodies 
4 lning ſacrifice , holze , acceptable unto 
God, let ws crucifie the flech with the af+ 

feitions, and the luites theredf ; let vs 
keepe our ſelues GR of the world; 
Let ws be renued in the ſpirite of our 
minde , «nd put on the newe man , which 
after God is created in righteouſnes , and 
true holines; Be we followers of God, as 
deare children; and walke we worthie of 
the Lord , as it becommeth Saintes , ſu 
porting one another through lone , enae- 
woring to keepe the unitie of the ſpirite, 
in the bond of peace; let vs be gentle one 
toward another, and merciful 1; let vs © 
loue our enimies , bleſſe them that curſe 
V51 doo good to themthat hate ws; and 
prie for them that hurt vs, and perſecute 
vs. Letvsgiuetothe hungric meate, 
to tho thirſtie drinke, to the necdie re- 
licfe , to the harborles lodging , cloa- 
thing to the naked); let vs viſit the ſick, 
admoniſh the wanderer , teach the ig- 
noraunt,councel the troubled, comforr 
K.itij, the 
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the afflicted ; let vs reconcile them 
which bear variance, deſpiſe honour, 
. refuſe promotion:, abhorre couctoul- 
nes; finallic,let ys endcuor euermor: to 
rame and ſubdue our ingrafted naugh- 
rines,together with wicked aftc&ons; 
& letvs not only ,take heed to our/elues, 
leaſt at anie time our hearts be oppreſſed 
with ſurfetting and dronkennes; >ut alſo 
prepare we our {eluc#in like fort vnto 
praict, by abſtinence and faſting. And, 
among, {o manie ſubrilties and barre- 
ringes borh of the Diuel,, the world, 
and the fleſh, let vs with carneſt prater 
call for the helpe of God , that webe 
neither in proſperitic proude , nor out 
of heart in aduerlitie, YYhat ſo ever we 
doo, let usdoo it to the glorie of God, let 
no man ſeeke his owne , but euerie man 
anothers wealth . Furthermore, let vs 
be ſuch., as maic offend no man ; but 
rather by good example protioke 0- 
thers vnto godlines and wel-doing, 
Andlaſtofall, let vspraze continuallie, 
and inallthinges giue thankes, let ws 
ſet our affection on thinges which g's 4= 
our, 


Cap.17. 139 The eight remedie. 
boue, and not on thinges which are on the 
earth, | 

Theſe be hard thinges, thou ſaiſt , I 
know that; yer mecte for Chriſtians, 
and necelſlarie to ſaluation. Let vs then 
giuc dilligence, to caſt awate this nicc- 
nes of minde ; ler ys not pamper our 
ſclues ſoas we doo ; neither yceld ro 
our weaknes ; nor finallic, of purpoſe 
make the grace of God 1n vaine to vs- 
ward. 

Let vs not onlie,not wittinglic run 
headlong into wicketines; bur ſtourhe 
behde refiſt the Diuel, when he driucerh 
vsto finne, and neuer cowardlelet vs 
yecld vntohim , And ſo whart 1s there 
ſo grieuous , bur thou wilt 1udge it 
light, ſorthou maiſt attaine vnro cuer- 
laſting life , and heauenlie 101es > For 
wel and wiſclic was it ſaide of Paxle, 

1 count that the fflictions of this preſent 
time, are not woorthie of the glorie, that 
shalbe shewed vnto vs . Herherto ma- 
keth : The thinges which eie hath not 

ſeene , neither eare hath heard , nei- E 
ther came into mans heart, hath GOD 


pre- 


—— God, the cohcire of Chriſt; to 
eſſe the kingdome preparcd for the 
ple before the radon of the 
world z euerlaſtinglic to behold the 
moſt {oucreigne good; to enioie the 
moſt comfortable contemplation of 
Gods heauenlic countenances to abide 
in the ſocictic of Angels; inthe com- 
panie of Saintes; in thenumber of the 
righreous ; with continuall Hymanes 
and Pſalmes, rogerher with all the ho- 
lic Angels , and Patriarkes, and Pro- 
phertes, and Apoſtles, and Martyrs, and 
with all the godlie, now enioying bleſ- 
ſed immorralitie,and eternitie,to praiſc 
God , cuen the fountaine of all glo- 
ric. 

VV hat? Are not all the miſeries and 
troubles of this life, compared to the 
gloric to come,cucn to be iudged of no 
waight ; nor meete todeſcrue ſo great 
a 
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a reward as 18 appointed for them; that 
in yetiedcede we maic be aſhamed of 
our nicenes and ſecuritic? 

And who 1s there,calling to remem- 
brance the kingdome of heaucn; cucr- 
laſting life; eternall happines ; the cx- 
ceeding great and infinite ioic; the fel- 
lowſhip of Angels ; the ſocictic of all 
the Saints, which deparring 1n the feare 
of God, doo enloie felicitic worldes 
wichoutend: I fate, whocalling theſe 
rhinges to remembrance, wil.couet to 
liue vpon carth, and not with Pawle ra- 
ther , delire to be loaſed , and dehuered 
out of the priſon of thebodie ? 

Let vs not then deeme thoſe thinges 
hard , which our ſauiour Chriſt ſo of- 
ten beare intothe heads of his , for the 
attainment of this ſo vnſpeakable hap- 
pines : eſpecially ,ſith contrariwiſe,they 
which obſerue not the commanade- 
ments of God neceſlaric ynto ſaluati- 
on, are not onlie bereued of the felici- 
tie whereof we haue ſpoken , bur are 
caſt headlong into helamong thedam- 


* ned; where they are tormented cucr- 
laſting- 
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laſtinglic; with extreme paines appoin* 

ted tor the reprobate; ns ny ro hel fire, 
and perperuall death ; throwen into vr- 
ter darknes, whereſhalbe weeping and 
onathing of teeth; plagued with moſt 
birter paincsand torments, which cuer 
{hall endure, and that in the ſocietie 
and crew of Diuels and damned ſoules, 
withour all hope of berter ſtate: thar is, 
they ſhall continue worldes wirhour 
end in deſpaire , which moregricuouſ- 
lie thall yexe them then anie torment, 
or then all rorments belide . 

Now , whome would not tneſe 
things terrifie from ſinning,as the feare 
of hel; thepaines of which there is nei- 
ther end, nor meaſure : ecuecrlaſtin 
dcarh z vnquenchable fire; ynſpeakable 
rormences; the tellowſhip of Diuels; 
the ſocietic of the damned; horror; 
anguiſh ; rrembling, both eucrlaſting 
for continuance, and vnmeaſurable for 
orcatnes, ſuch as ncither mans minde 
can conceaue , nor any mouth declare ! 
I fate, whar man 1s there, but wil be ter- 


rificd by that daie of wrath , as both the 
Pro- 
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Prophet, and Pawle in his Epiſtle vnto 
the Romanes callcth it , that daie of 
trouble and heauines, of deitruction and 
defolation , of obſcuritie and darknes , of 
cloudes and blackues ; at what time he 
wil reward euerie man according to his 
workes? 

O that the cogitation and memorie 
of theſe things were continually freſh 
before the cies of the minde! vndoub- 
tedly rhen,cither Iam much deceaucd, 
or men with more dilligence would 
obſcrue Gods commaundementrs they 
would: ſtudy carneſtly both to abſtaine 
from {inne and wickednes , and alſo to 
live vprightlie , and verruouſlic all the 
daies of their life, 

Moreouer,what if here in this world 
vertue {ſometime be rewarded , as wic- 
kednes , and il behauiour is puniſhed? 
And toſaic nothing of the conſcience, 
whereof we haue ſpoken at large in 0- 
ther bookes , let vs bring out thoſe 
things which ina manner we doo fecle 
with our hand , much more fee with 
our cies , For, that I may begin _ 
Fic 
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the moſt yſual yice , what euils doonot 
follow dronkennes and gluttonie? For, 
as heinthe Storic of the world doth 
ſaic , Hence commeth palenes of the 
face , hanging checkes, ſore cies, palſie 
in the handes, ouglic dreames, and 
vnquiet fleepeinthe night . Hence 
proccede ſtincking breathes, hed-aches, 
weake memories , dul wits, Hence 
are ingendered grieuous diſcaſes , as 
ache of the iointes , goures , the falling 
euil,as both Phiſitions doo affirme,and 

dailic examples reſtifie. 

Now, touching whoredome, how 
inthis our agedoo we behold the ſame 
tobe puniſhed with the French-pocks; 


as alſoother immoderate yenerie with 


thepalſic ; with the blearednes of the 
cies ; with the quiuering of the {1- 
newes!. 

As for luxuriouſnes , doth it not 
bring manic a'man ynto neede, and 
beggeric 2? Adulterie , 1s 1t not ſome- 
time puniſhed, and they which com- 
mit the ſame alwaics after infamous? 
Beſides , the angric man, doth he not 
often- 
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ofrentimes get hurt , and the proude 
man hatred? 
Whar ſhall I faie of Enuie , is it not 
a puniſhment ro him which is giuen 
there-ynto 2 doth itnor cate vp , and 
conſumethe cnuious? As rightlicdid 
one \aic, 
The Sicilian Tyrans did neuer finde, 
A greater plage then enuy to the mind. 
Sodid another, 
Thenuious man dothpine away in paine, 
Toſee another florish wel,and gaine. 


Now to ſpeake of couctouſnes , is it 
not cuermore tormented,as with delire 
of getting , ſo with feare of forgoing? 
For that which a couctous man hath; 
wil not contenthim : and that which 
he hath, maketh him to feare , leaſt he 
loaſe the ſame. 

Thus you maic ſec, how that vice 
and wickednes are often punithed,yea, 
inthis world , Now,it theſe thinges 
doo nothing moue vs , yet ſhould 
the euerlaſting rormentes of hell, 
threatened tothe wicked in the holie 
{crip- 


The Authors woont. © 144 Cad as. 

_ ſcripture, ſtirre ypenerie man with 
all earncſtnes of minde to amend his 
naughticlife without delaie, if we be- 
leeue thoſe thinges to be true , and 

not a fable, which the holic ſcripture 
reacheth , both of the eternall life 
_ of the podlic , and of the pu- 
niſhment of the wicked, 


Cap.18. 


« What meanesa godlie. 


man maie ſe , by the example of the 
Author, to ſtirre wp him ſelfe unto 


a godlie life. 


51] Ere I wil bricf- 

1 lic declare , if 
happily it may 
|| give occaſion 
to others in 
[| like ſort, toa- 
S med their life, 
what it is wher 
by | I am je incenſed, and ſet on 


fire , to followe yertue and godlines. 
For 


v 


Cap.18. 143 The Authors woont: 

For rhus many times I doo teaſon 

with my ſclte : - Y7/hatRiuius , what 

if at this werie initant" of time , thow 

shouldett leane this world, in what ſtate 

shoaldet thou be 7 Art thow wel prepa- 

red to die ? For albe thou repofe#t thy 

confidence, as it is thy part to doo jo , in 

the infinite mercie and ##ddnecs of God, 

hae you not neede for alt dhat to fland 

* infearc of his inſtice > How manie thous 
fandes of Chriflians; how manie young 
men , old men , of middle age , women, 
wines vnwedded : findllie of all degyees, 
of all ages,and of all kindes,whoſe fines 
are neither for number /d manie , nor /o 
hainous 4s thine , 4nd yet are dammed 
to enerlafting tormentes ? 'O horrible 


- iudgement of God, yet 4 righteous indge- 


ment . How manie Tewes are in hel; 
how manie Idolaters are punished with 
perpetual paines ? The which had eſca- 
ped thoſe paines , had they bene conuer- 
ted unto the faith of Chriſt , as we are 
through the goodnes of God , ſeeing they 
lived farre more wprightlie in the world, 


' then we have done ? Ocuſed ingrati- 


Li ' tude 


The. Authors woont, 148 Cap.rt. 
tude of ours; 'O the bardnes of our tarts! 
I ſaie , what if. it were Jaide wvnto thee, 
45 it was ſaide-onto Ezechias ? Put 
thine houſe in an order ; for thos shalt 
die, and not line : what wouldeſt thou 
doo then ? 1-thinke thou wouldeF crane 
longer life -, . that thow mighte# be- 
ne. thy ſinnes ,repent , age God 
mercie . FYVhie then doi# thou not 
that daie by daie , all thy life long, 
which thow vvoulde#. doo at ſuch a 
pornt ? | 

By theſe cogitations, as I ſaie, I am 

woont maruelouſlic to be inflamed to 


liuc well ; to fliefinne , and ro re- 
quire mercic ar Gods hand . Let 
others: chen , as like this 
woont, place the ſame. 
before their cies. 


( aþ.19. 


44; How men ſhould ad- 
dre(ſe them-ſelues to line well, 


RAE: 5] Here is none 
. Al almoſt , bur 
thinketh eni- 
mies ſhou'd be 
forgiue before 
dearh comes; 
ler him now 
chen forgiue: 
none bur deſireth Gods fauour; let him 
now then ſecke the ſame : none but 
would thinke to amend his life ; ler 
him now then amend . Finallic, doo 
that while thou liueſt,and art well,doo 
that through truſt in God, which thou 
wouldeſt wiſh to doo at the point of 
death. 

That is,particularlie to expreſle the 
ſame, repent continuallic ; feare the 


. - » 
a © 
A 


_ Lordvnfainedlic; loue him heartelic; 


truſt in him alone ; in aduerlitie call 
L.ij. vpon 
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vpon him ; in proſperiticthanke him, 
x ame ſee thou praiſe, extoll, acknow- 
ledge hisgoodnes; ſing P/almes to him; 


let himalone be cucrmore in thy prai- 


ers, in thy cogitations , and in thy de- - 


fires . Commit thy ſelfe to his good- 
nes,and ſubmit thy wil to his, Follow 
- his example in doing wel toall men ; 
and cndeuor to belike him in louing 
thine enimies. 

Furthermore, be thou in troubles, 
patient; in peace, modeſt; in thy office, 
diligent ; inthy liuing and apparel, 
temperate, Be thou toward thy neigh- 
bour, righteous ; toward thepoore, li- 
berall ; in thy dealing A ns 
milde,and courteous. Pur vp injuries, 
purſue peace,loue chaſtitie, ſhamefaſ 
nes,ſobrietic; and in all chinges ſhew 
thy ſelfe vp-right and vncorrupt. 

Arid, foraſmuch as theſe thinges can- 
not be attained by the onlic power of 
nature , flie thou vnto the Lord for 
helpe and aſsiſtance , acknowledging 
thy weaknes, & the infirmitic of man; 
praic God both humblic and continu- 
allic, 


Cad.19. 153 Striue andGod wil afoift. 
allie,to impart ypon thee his holic ſpi- 
rit, the which Chriſt hath maar 
that the Father wil giue to | nay that 
defire him, If therefore thou craue thar 
the ſame ſpirit maic be giuen thee of 
God , and Shed 2pon thee aboundantlic, 
co vſe the wordes of S. Paule, through 
Teſs Chri?, thou-ſhalt inde that what 
thinges of thy ſelfe thou couldeſt not 
doo, through him thou ſhalt bring to 
paſſe. Onlie be not thou thine owne 
foe ; neither doo thou yoluntarilic 
loaſe thebridleto thine affeftions; and 
with all endeuorlooke that thou feede 
notthy wanton humor . For the ho- 
lie Ghoſt doth not afliſt cowards, ſlug- 
gardes , and ſuch as 1dlclic fit with 
* theirarmes folded togerher ; bur thoſe 
which worke , and labour carneſtlic to 
tame their natural wickednes ; yea,he 
deemeth ſuch worthie his aide , which 
continuallie doo ſtriue with the wic- 
ked affetions of the minde . Let vs 
not then doo as that countrie-man 
did as the tale is, who, his cart ſticking 
- faſtin the myre , cricd vnto God for 
L.ij. helpe, 


God ſeeth all thinges. 152 Cap.tg. 


helpe , bur ſtoode idlelic him-ſclfc and 
would not helpe at all. 

Aboue all , be thou terrified from 
ſinning , 
through the preſence both of God, who 
cucrie , and no wale can be auoided; 


and of his holie Angel,thy keeper, and 
euider , yca, and the beholder ; and 


witnes of all thy doinges. Now,if |. 


thou wouldeſt for no good , that anic 
man ſhould come in , when thou art 
committing anie fowle , anddiſhoneſt 
fat : how much more oughteſt rhou 
to abſtaine there-from through reuc- 
renceand thame of God, and his An- 
gel ? Fcareſt thou ro haue man priuic 
ro thy fat : and are thou not afraidec 
in thepreſence of God , whoſe cies bc- 
holding all thinges no man can eſcape, 
tro commit that , which thou wouldeſt 
not doo in thef1ght of man! Eſpecially, 
ſceing he one daic ſhall berhy Tudge, 
which now beholdeth whatſocuer thou 
docſt ! 

A certaine Philoſopher councelleth 
vs, Soto line , as though we lined inthe 


and ſtirred vnto a godlie life, 
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eht of allmen + ſo to thinke as though 
/e might behold the mo#t ſecrete cogs-' 
tation of the heart . Againe,ſaith he, 
So doo all thinges , as though ſome man 


ſawe thee . It u doubtles good to appoint 


a keeper ous thy ſeife ; to hae one wpon 
whome thou maiſt looke backe , whome 
thou mai#it ſuppoſe is prinie to all thy co-- 
gitations , A great part of wickednes 


' «left undone, if one be preſent when 4 


ant about to ſimmne , Thus councel- 
lechan Ethnike, which I would haue 
eucrie man ſuppoſe to be ſpoken to 

him-ſelfe. 
If rherefore thou enterpriſe any thing 
which is filthic and wicked,before thou 
oeſt about the ſame, thus reaſon with 
thy ſelfe : whatis thatI doo ? Shall I 
commit that in the ſight of God, which 
for my lite I would not haue any man 
roknow ? Should I driue awaic the 
Angel appointed to ouer-looke me by 
this.crime : which would not loaſe 
the friendſhip ofa morrall man ? Shall 
I gricue the holic ſpirit ; ro make the 
eull ſpirir reioice through my falling? 
L.iitj. Hath 
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© God ſerthall hearts. 


Hath Chriſt redeemed me with his 
precious blood , that. yoluntarilic I 
ſhould giue my ſclfc into the bondage 
of Satan > Hath hc redeemed mefrom 
ſinnc, tothe end | ſhould runne head- 
long into wickednes > Hath he there- 
fore made me an heire of heauen , that 
through minc owne default I ſhould 
forgo the ſame ? Whereis now my 
zealc to God-ward ? whereis my re- 
ucrend feare of his maicſtic 2 where is 
my faith and godlincs ? Is this the 
thankes I giue ro my God, for his ſo 
innumerable benefites 2 Is this the 
thankes I doo yceld to Chriſt for my 
faluation > DoolI thus ſubmitte my 
ſelfe to the direQtian of the holic ſpi- 
rit > With this holines doo I approch 
vnto the Lordes table 2 Lookel for 
the comming of Chriſt after ſuch a 
ſort ? Shall death laie hold on: me in 
this ſtate of life ? Shall I go ynto the 
iudgement ſeatc of God in this pickle? 
Shall I ſuffer mine aficRions to pre- 
uaile ; the weake fleſh to ouercome; 
finne to raigne in my bodie? Aml fo 


voide 


154 C4p.19. 
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voide of ſtomacke, and courage, that 
I can-nort reſiſt the motions of the 
minde > Doo I behold the better, and 
yet chuſe the worſerſtill > Theſe and 
other thinges ( for who can recite ail) 
thinke dailic with thy ſelfe ; fo wilr 
thou nor caſilic doo that which is not 
ſeemclie, 

Then, tocome ynto an end, whar- 
* ſocuerthou goeſt about , perſwade thy 
ſelfe , that Gods preſent ( as in deede 
heis ) and beholdeth all thy doingess 
and therfore ſtand thou in awe of him, 
and let the reucrence of him with-draw 
thee from wicked enterpriſes. For (as 
thePoect ſaith,) 


He witnes is, and Indge allo, 
He ſo dothwiew the heart of man, 
That euerie thought he wel doth kno, 


And him deceaue no creature can. 


This alſo wil further thy zcaleto 
live wel , if continuallie thou thinke 
with thy ſclfe, how thou art the ſonne 
and heire of God , in the ſpirituall 


r CoaC- 
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regencration , and , which is the grea- 
ceſt honour , thei brother , and heire 
annexed with Chriſt . For whowil 
not be inflamed mightelic ynro god- 
lines, and with a Chriſhan feare , and 
ſhame abhorre ſinne , when he ſhall 
call into remembraunce , how that 
God 1s his Father > Doo not there- 
fore, I ſaic , doo not forget this be- 
nefte atanie time ; loue him, WOTr- 
ſhip him, ſecue him , honour him e- 
ucrmore, who hath made thee his 
ſonne by adoption ; and neuer doo 
anie thing which maie diſpleaſe him 
hencefoorth . Fulfilchou his wil , o- 
beie his commaundement , keepe his 
lawes . Thinke with thy ſelfe, that 
not onl1e the participation of his inhe- 
ritance 4 bur alſothe imitation of his 
vertue and goodnes doth belong 
vnto thee : ſo that although thou 
canſt not by imitation attaine vnto 
that ſ{ingularitic of goodnes which is 
inthe Father : yet endeuor thou car- 
neſthe ro come nigh the ſame , and 
thinke it a moſt ſhametullthing to de- 
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generate there-from . Andif atanie 
time ynwittinglie thou comurreſt ſom- 
what contrarie to thy Fathers minde 
(as great is mans frailtie, )let it much 
gricue thine heart ; puniſh thy ſelfe 
therefore , thinke no paine grieuous 
enough for thee, who haſt offended 
ſo mercifull a Father:; and neuer be 
quiet in minde, and at reſt, ti] thou baſt 
xecoucred thine offence with greater 
good deedes , and pacified thy Father 
by vnfained repentance. Sofarre ſhoul- 
deſt thou be from {inning voluntar- 
lie,and from committing anic ſinne a- 
gainſt thy conſcience, 

And, who ſo remembreth howe 
that he 1s the ſonne, and heire of God, 
the brother & heire annexed to Chriſt, 
doubtles , wil be terrified from {1nne 
and wickednes , not ſo much for feare 
of the laſt jndgement of cuerlaſting 
tormentes , and of hel fire , which 
neuer wil be quenched ; as for feare 
of diſpleaſing his ſo louing Father; 
and will cndcuour to liuc godlic , to 


offend 


Feare of God. 154. Cap.19. 
offend no man , after the example of 
the Father , ro doo well to all men , 
not ſo much in hope of reward in J 

- heauen, and of eternall ioie,as through p 
a certaine greate , and ynſpcakablc 
loue which he beareth toward God the 
Father. | 
He which belecueth, as Pale ſaith, - 
that his bodie is the Temple of the ho- 
lie Gho#t dwelling in vs , caſclie re- 
fraineth from | , and polluteth 
not him-ſclfe wich filthie luſt . Fi- 
nallie , who out of doubt thinketh 
that he is adoptcd into the fel- 
lowſhip of Saintes , wil not 
neglect to emulate the 
yertuecs of the Saintes, 
namclic , z.calc to- 
ward God , and 
loue toward 
man. 


Capzo, 159 Tentationdf the flech 


Cap.20, 


The cauſcs whie we pro- 


ceede not in wel doing , having purpoſed 
to live in the feare of God ; with the 
remedies for that infirmitic of man, 


z>1| Ve, ſome wil 
fay, what may 
be the cauſe, 
whie,minding 
ſome-times to 
4 live chaſtlc 8 
[YI ſoberlie , and 
LESSPRSRS=2| oodlic, aftcr 
the wil of God, we doo not conſtantlic 
fulfill, which wiſclie we purpoſed? 
 Toaunſwerin few wordes, the prin- 
cipall canſc is , the naturall wickednes 
rhat is in vs, & the proaneſſe which we 
haue to ſinne, which cleaueth ro our 
bones and bowels ; that is to ſaie, the 
veric fleſh that we beare abour , which 
harh a gricuous and troubleſome com- 
bat,anda continuall fight in a —_ 
wit 


Tentation of the flesh. 160 Cap.20. 


with the inner man,as witneſſeth Paul. 
Sothat we muſt reliſt the lame, when 
itinticeth ys ynto luſt, and filthy plea- 
ſures, yvnto the vices of the throateand 
bellie; vato laſciutouſnes and wanton- 
nes, and ynto other yices and vnho- 
neſt fates : and furthermore,we mult 
bridle the ſame by godlie cogitations, 
excrciſes,watching,abſtinence,and alſo 
tame and bring it vnder by continuall 
{obricticand remperance, 

This made our ſauiour Chriſt to wil 
vs, To take heede , leafF at anie time 
our heartes be oppreſſed with ſurfetting; 
and Paule both ro bid , that we be not 
dronke with wine ; and alſo to forbid 
gluttonic and dronkennes ; and Peter 
to commaund vs,to watch and be ſober. 
VViththis we mult 1oinc continuall 
praier , andearneſt calling tor the aſsi- 
ſtance of God, without which all our 
endeuortotametheflcth , and to ſup- 
prefle the force of the ſame, is vaine, 
and to no purpoſe, 

Now hauing as wel as we can ſub- 


ducd the motions of the fleſh , there 
bc 


be morecouer the world , and the Di- 
uil , deadlic enimics , with whome we 
haue continual wartare ; for they wil 
not ſuffer ys to abide in our godlic pur- 
poſe of Iming wel . For the world 
ſtirreth vnatoambirion , pride , and ri- 
otrouſnes; ynto anger, hatred, cnute, 
impatience , back-biting ; and mini- 
ſtrerh occaſion to fall ynto other vices, 
which no man is able to number , they 
be ſo manie; it marreth by cuil exam- 
ples,and corrupreth with offences. 
The Diuel for hispart neuer ceaſerh 
to bring and driue man to contemne 
the word of God z to miſtruſt his pro- 
miſes; to-conceaue amiſleof him ; to 
perfiſt obſtinarelie in wickednes ; to 


jj. pe rage to impugne the knowen 


; toplaic the hypocrites}; to be 
ſuperſtitious; idolatrous; and vnto o. 
ther infinite and curſed wickednes , 

VVhart is now to be done in this 
caſe, doſt thou ſaic Surelie, we muſt 
yaliantlic reſiſt theſe enimies; we muſt 
takea courage vnto vs; and by carneſt 
& zclous praicr craue the helpeof God; 
through 


Cap.20, 101 Snares of the world, ; 


Sathan how foiled. 162 C4p.20. 
through confidence wherof we ſhould 
neuer give ouer the battel , Touching 
which point, let vs hcare what S. Paule 
writcth vnto the Epheſians : Finallie 
my brethren , ſaith he , be ftrone in the 
Lord, andin the power of hu might . Put 
on the whole armour of God : that ye may 
be able to ſtand againit the aſſaultes of 
the Diuel . For we wreſile not again#it 

flesh and blood , but againit principalls- 
tics, againſt powers, again worldlie go- 
werners the princes of the derknes of this 
world,againf} / = vgs wickednes in the 
hie places, And by and by ſhewing 
the armour by name, he biddeth ys,to 
Hand, our loines girde withweritie , ba» 
wing on the breaſi-plate of righteauſnes, 
taking to our ſelnes the Shield of faith, 
wherewith we maie quench all the firic 
dartes of the wicked . He willeth vs to 
take the hetmet of faluation , and the 
fword of the ſpirit , which # the word of 
God: and adhortcth,to praie alwates. 
Thus you fce the armour,which we 
- mult yſe againſt our aduerfaric the Di- 
uel, who intermittcth no daie , nor 
houre, 


ap 


houre,nor yet anie moment, but con- 
rinuallie laicth at ys, and raungeth a- 
bout bike a rearing Zion, ſeeking whome 
he mate denoare , as Peter faith . Lec 
vs therefore hauing on this armour of 
Paule , reſiit his valiantlic , and ; he 
wil flie from vs , {0 faith Tames . Let 
vs call ypon God continually for helpe; 
praic we God , that he wil not leade ws 
_ into tentation ; beg weat his band , to 
be delivered , through Chriſt fFom that 
exel , which is cuermorc an cnimie to 
mankinde .  Aboue all, let vs take 
diligent heede , leaſt wittinglewe ruth 
vpon finne,and deſtrution , whereyn- 

to Sathan driueth. ys , and fauour 
our owne weaknes ; but with a cou- 

rage, 1ct vs rcliſt the Diuel', and de- 

ſirc-of God the eternall Father of our 

Lord: Jeſu Chriſt}, that he would 

firengthen our weaknes . And for 

ſonmchas the Dine! doth not alwaic 

{cr vpon vs openlie., bur ſome-time = 
ſecretlic ; and by -vndertnining , and 
often-times ( as one ſaith ,) Doth flat- 


(> #cr,to deceanc ; dath laugh , to burt ; and 


M.i. doth 
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Ztan how foiled. 104 Cap.20. 


doth entice vs, to kil vs : Let vs vſe 
diligence, that we maie circumſped- 
lie auoide the ſnares which he hath ſer, * 
 andprepareds and giue him no occalt- 
ontoaſlaile,and kilvs on the ſudden. 
' YFhere manifeſt feares , ſaith Op - 
an , the weake is the more eaſelie taken, 
Let vs therefore caſt from vs all ſlug- 
ithnes, and our too much ſecuritic; 
et vs feare,, that under exerie ſtone, as 
the common ſaying. is , there & 4 Scor- 
pion; and asthoughall were ſate, and 
at a good ſtaic , ler vs not be ſecure. 
No man commeth ſooner to deſtruction 
(as that Heathen ſaith ) then he which 
feareth nothing : and the moit wſuall be- 
ginning of miſeric, « ſecuritie . Thinke 
not foorth-with thou shalt haue peace, or © 
that thou art quit from all daunger , if 
thos ha## once obtained vidtorie oucr 
thine enimics, Thou muſt cucrmore 
keepe the barrel, and be readieto fight: 
as'well ſaid Cyprian , In the world we 
 arecontinuallie to wage battel with $4- 
ten, continuallie we muſt fight againſt his 
dartes,and aſſaults. PV e are to encoun- 
tr, 


® 
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ter, faith he, with aydrice,with lecherie, 
with anger, with ambition ; we haze an 
egcr and continual fight with carnall vi- 
ces , with the enticementes of the world. 
Hardlie can the minde of man go againſt 
euerie one', with much a doo it reſiteth, 
being beſieged, and round about inuiro- 
ned with the armie of Sathan . If aua- 
rice be laide flatte on the ground , luſt ri- 


 ſethap ; if luſt be quenched, anger moo- 


weth ; pride, puſfeth vp; dronkennes, 
allureths ieloſfie, parteth ffiendship, and 
ſo foorth. 

And,as we ought not to inſult , if 
we geta conqueſt : ſo muſt we nor 
deſpaire, or fling awaic our weapons 
by and by,if we be ouercome . VV hat 
muſt we then doo ? Surelic ro reco- 
ucr our honour againe, we mult ſet 
ypon our cnimic with more courage; 
and with a newe power make amendes 
for our former faintnes , and foile : af- 
ter 'the example of that noble war- 
ricr , whome Virgil makerh menti- 


on of , -which being beaten to the 


- ground wich great force, nothing ter- 


M.1j, refied 


Sathan No /abdutd. 
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refied with the fall, 


77 ent to the fight more fierce againe, 
which did gs Snbrgs : 

And chame did make him amuaine, 
$9 did hs proweſſe which he knew . 


Albcit we muſt not encounter with 
rhe enimic, truſting ro ourowne pro- 
welle,but to thepower of God. 

Thus p_ haue the cauſes, why we 
doo not 1n oor purpoſe of ltuin 
godlic, 2" the wil j- God . wg. 
I aide, one cauſe is, the wickednes in- 
graffed in our fleſh, and our proancſle 
vntofinne: another is the world, offe- 
ring infinite occaſions and cauſes dailie 
to offend ; thelaſt is, the Diuel who 
continuallic is rhinking of our deſtruc- 
tion, and ouerſlipperh no minute of 
time,cither by open force,or by ſecrete 
fraude,to ouercome vs. 

O God, father of eur Lord and (a- 
uiour Chriſt, proceede we beſeech thee 
in helping vs, inthis hard , and conti- 


nuall warre which we hauc with ſo ma- |} 


nic 


C4p.20. 167 
nic enimies 3 and for ſo much as of our 
ſclues we are ynable to _ +7149" | 
and ſtrengthen vs with thy holic fpi- 
rit,that we maic both cath the = 
tions of the fleſh, and neuer be corrup- 
tcd with the allurementes of the ſame ; 
and alſo valiantlic, relift as wel the 
world offcring {o manic occaſions con- 


tinuallie rofinne , as the Diucl caſting 


+ all ſorts of dartes to hurt vs , and viing 


all meanesto bring vs to deſtrufQtion, 
And, that we mate not onlic abhorre 
ſinne and wickednefle , through a ſer- 
uile feare of Gods wrath and cuerla- 
ſtingdeath,which thelawedoth bring, 
rerrefying vs with the anger and iudg- 
ment of God , and ſtriking men with 
the terror of hell. : bur alſo, and the 
more a great deale, maie be crowned 


- through childrens feare, which ariſcth 
from faith , with a certaine honeſt 


ſhamefaſtnes, and through a religious 
reuerence toward God , ro commit no- 
thing atanie time, which maicoffcnd 
our moſt louin beſt father : Alfo 


| which maic make ys ſo of our owne 


M.iij, accord 
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108 Cap.20. 
accord to doo wel , and to flic from 
ſinne,and ſo keepe vs through loue and 
charitic in our calling , that when vn- 
wittinglie weſhall comir any offence, 
as great is our weaknes, it maicbring 
ſuch a ſorowe and gricte to our minde, 
that both we matic willinglic enioine a 
puniſhment to our ſelues, and be loarh 
to line ; for that we haue offended ſo 
merciful, and gratious a Father. 
Finallic., O eternall Father, graunt 
forthy ſonne , our Lord and ſauiour 
Chriſt his ſake , thar in ſuch ſhorrnes 
of life,and vncerrainty ofdeath,we put 
not of the amendment of our life, and 
deferre the ſame from daie to daie : but 
maic with ſpeedecndeuour to returne 
vnto wel-doing , confeſsing our finnes, - 
and ynfainedlierepent , and through 
repentance , pacific our heauenlic Fa 
ther ; and with the Publicane in the 
Goſpel humblic , ſtriking our breaſt, 
crauc mercie of God; and finallie wil, 
and doo thoſe thinges which are grate- 


ful , and acceptable before God : that 


we matic amend our wickednes by wel L | 


| doing; 


Cg.27. 

doing; reforme vices with yertues; and 
_ through Gods aſsiſtaunce ſpend the 
time which we haue to liuc in this 
world,godlie,religiouſlic, innocenrlic, 
purclic,ſoberlic,and temperatlic, rothe 
profit of the Church , the benefic of 
mankinde , and the- diſcharge of our 
duties; and that in ſuch mindes , and 
godlic determination. we maie conti- . 
nue cuen til our liuesend, Amen. 


Cap.21, 


A briefe repetition of that 


which hath bene faide; with a 
Short concluſion. 


51] Hus much I 
Al thought good 
ro write of 
mans foolith- 
nes in puttin 

Niſof the amend- 


19 W conrluſien, 


1706 *\ 
'- The matter which I hauc hand- 
led , hath enforced me to vtter thoſe 
thinges which wil be as tothe godlic, 
comfortable; foro them which would 
ſeeme , but are not yafained Chri- 


ſtians , vnpleaſaunt . For we hauc 


ſpoken much , and aboundamlie of 
the ſhortnes , and yncertaintic of 
life ; of death in reſpe@ of yncertaine 
chaunces dailie hanging ouer our 
heads , and many times diſpatchin 
men before they be aware; t eubich 
all good men doo wiſh , and delire of 
Godin their godlic praiers , but the 
wicked do abhorre. Alſo we hauc ſpo- 
ken of thegenerallrcſurreAion, of the 
comming of Chriſt , of the laſt iudge- 
ment,when all men ſhalbe ſummoned 
ro giue anaccoumpt of their life ſpent; 
which daie wil be to the wicked hor- 
rible,burcomfortableto the godly. For 
then, their redemption draweth neere; 
then is the time;as one ſaid in the 47s, 
of comfort, and refreſhing; and, as it 
is in Tertullian , the daie of Chriftian 
tr iumphing , te; | 
| Fur- 


Cap.21.” 
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Furthermore , we hauec told both 

what rewards be appointed for the god- 

lic , and what puniſhmentes ordained 

for the wicked . For the godlic ſhalbe 

exaltcd yp ynto glorie, and liveableſ- 

| ſed,andeuerlaſting life in heauen . For 
who is able to expreſle whata felicitic 
it wil be,alwaics to behold God,and to 
enioie the moſt comfortable contem- 
plation of his heauenlic countenance, 
to behold him euen as he is , whome 
now we doo ſee through a glaſſe darklie, 
as Paxle ſaith: roabound with all good 

" thinges 2 finallie,, tocnioic ſo manic 
pleaſures anddelightes., as maic be nci- 
ther conceaued in minde, nor expreſſed 
by wordes? 

Oa the other {ide,theyngodlic ſhal- 
be throwen headlong into hel, to be aft- 
flifted with ynmeaſurable , and cuecrla- 
ſting rormentes . No cloquencecan 
deſcribe by wordes, nor wit conceauc 


demned through the righteous. iudge- 
ment of God ynto —_—_ 
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Laſt of all, we haue vttered divers 0- 
ther thinges,which,as I ſaid, wil pleaſe 
the godlie right wel; but trouble the 
wicked : as of the ſenſe of Gods indig- 
nation againſt {inne ; of caſting of f - 
curitie when we hauethe world atwil; 
of ynfained repenting ; of reforming 
our manners; of amending our liues; 
of our continual fight with mighuic e- 
nimics,the world,the fleſh, and thedi- 
ucl; and diuers ſuch like things,which 
are necdles to be repeated in this place. 

Sharpe rheſc are, and ſowre to blood 
and fleſh : notwithſtanding , as I am 

{wadcd,veric profitable, For,as one 
in Curtizs doth faic , Phiſitions doo 
heale fore maladies , with sharpe medi- 
cines; and asSCicero writeth ynto OcFa- 
uius,No medicines applied unto wounds, 
dooſo grieue,as they which are moſt whol- 
forme. | 
Now the cternall God, father of our 
Lord and ſaujour Chriſt , giue grace, 
that this our booke , how fo cuer it be 
written, matic in thiscorruptand wret- 
ched world, yet ſome-what keepe the 
godlic 
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godlicin their calling , and confirme 
them in wel-doing ; if anie of zcale, 
and wel-liking thereof ſhall reade the 
ſame : furthermore, that it maie offcr 
ſome occaſion to the wicked, torcform 
them-ſ(clues; and that the ſalue which 
is here preſcribed to ſuch as are ſicke, 
and almoſt paſt recoucrie , maic hauc 
ſtrength to helpe and heale them. This 
he graunt, without whoſe helpe,all the 
labour of man is vaine, and to no 
purpoſe,cuen God almighty ,and 
moſt righteous, to whome be 
all praiſe, honour,and glo- 
ric,now,and for euer- 
more, Amen. 
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